
 

 

Anti-social citizens are wreaking 

havoc across Horbury with gruesome 

graffiti, littering and menacing 

motorbikes. 

In recent months, shops, parks and 

the local High Street, have been 

targeted by vandals, and one of the 

village’s signature sites - Horbury 

Lagoon, has become a dumping 

ground for rubbish and a race track 

for off-road bikers.  

Residents have also reported problems with off-road bikers using Carr Lodge 

Park as a stunt track. 

Darren Byford, councillor for Horbury and South Ossett, said the Friends of Carr 

Lodge Park and other local groups, had raised lots of money to help make the 

area look nice, with new benches, which have already been damaged in some 

areas, and planting in the local parks.  

He said any kind of anti-social behaviour was saddening, adding: “It is very 

concerning and upsetting for the residents and community groups that work 

hard to improve the area we all live in, to see such damage.” 

Graffiti in the alleyway off Wakefield Road. 

Vandalism ‘won’t stop 

without civic pride’ 
By Max Drew 



Councillor Byford said there had been 

an increase in graffiti throughout the 

town, and that changes in the law and 

budget cuts, meant that Wakefield 

Council could not remove it all. 

A lack of civic pride is to blame for the 

anti-social behaviour, according to 

Councillor Byford, who says things will 

not improve without it, but he said 

those responsible will not spoil the town for others, adding: “I know the 

determination of the people in Horbury will ensure that we create a great place 

to visit, live and work, even if we have to work a bit harder to clear up the mess 

and damage other people cause.” 

Some local youngsters believe boredom could also have something to do with 

the problems.  

Local girl Amy, said: “There is a gym, pubs and restaurants, but when it comes to 

younger people, there is only a youth club but nothing to do outdoors.  

“There is no excuse for any kind of anti-social behaviour, and I think it is a 

shame that some of the people who are doing it, are giving the teenagers of 

Horbury a bad reputation.”  

The Horbury Breakthrough Youth Project, has been working hard to encourage 

young people to get involved in the activities it offers, and to keep them off the 

streets, but Project Manager, Gary Bentley, said there is more to be done.   

He said: “Young people don’t know what’s going on in the area, because they 

don’t ask, but how can they when they don’t know who to ask? Local projects 

(including ourselves and other organisations) are not advertising themselves 

well enough.” 

Breakthrough alone offers everything from football to cookery, dance, archery 

and trips to the cinema and trampoline parks for children and young adults aged 

11-25. 

Mr Bentley added: “Being a teenager is becoming increasingly hard, with so 

many pressures in education, social media, image and the need to succeed.  

Graffiti at the back of the shops on High Street, 

which has since been removed. 



“We provide a safe place for young people to be themselves, get advice and 

support, explore who they are, ask difficult questions, have fun, take part in 

new experiences and make new friends.”  

West Yorkshire Police confirmed 

there had been incidents of fly-

tipping, vandalism and issues with 

mopeds and off-road bikes, but asked 

residents to come forward with more 

information, adding ‘We urge people 

to come along to local PACT meetings 

if they are concerned about issues in 

the local area.’  

Its team of off-road officers, seized 10 bikes in just four weeks in the Wakefield 

District, in the run up to Christmas, including two off-road bikes involved in 

illegal riding at Horbury Lagoon. 

The next PACT meeting will take place on Tuesday, 

February 26 at Hallcliffe School on Dovecote Lane in 

Horbury, from 6pm until 7pm. 

Anti-social behaviour can also be reported to the 

police by calling 101. 

For more information about The Horbury 

Breakthrough Youth Project, visit  

www.breakthru-youth.co.uk or call 01924 275859. 

 

Members of West 

Yorkshire Police’s Off-

road Bike Team in action 

This pile of rubbish was discovered by PCSOs 

patrolling Horbury Lagoon at the end of January. 
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