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WELCOME FROM THE
ACCORD MULTI-ACADEMY TRUST
We are delighted that you are considering an academy within our Accord Multi Academy Trust for your 
child. 

Established in 2016, the founding Accord academies are Horbury Academy, Ossett Academy, Accord Sixth 
Form College, Horbury Primary Academy and Middlestown Primary Academy.

You will find that each Accord academy retains its own unique character, ethos and vision. What unites us 
in one accord, however, is our shared drive to create an outstanding learning community in each of our 
academies, for all of our students. We believe our cross-phase MAT enables us to do that. We hope you 
agree and look forward to welcoming you.



WELCOME
FROM THE PRINCIPAL

On behalf of students, staff and Governors, I am delighted to be able to welcome 
you to Horbury Academy

So, what’s special about Horbury Academy..?

•   Our students are welcoming, supportive young people. They take an active interest in the world 
around them. They are confident and creative.

•   Our state of the art facilities allow us to physically practice what we preach.

•   Close links with our Pyramid Primary schools/academies and a structured induction programme for 
our year 7 students that ensures transition into secondary education is a positive experience for 
students and parents.

•   A Student Support Service that ensures professional support, care and guidance for all students.

•   Our Consequences Behaviour System that seeks to reward learners of all abilities and swiftly deal 
with any disruption.

•   A focus on Student Voice because we recognise and value contributions made by the whole 
academy community.

•   A highly personalised curriculum that allows students to blend the vocational and academic 
pathways, progress at their own speed and open doors into further education and the world of 
work.

•   Partnerships with other secondary schools, universities and employers to enrich the life chances for 
all our young people.
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As a part of the Accord Multi Academy Trust, we are able to 
enhance both our practice and knowledge of learning across 
primary and secondary education, whilst also providing access 
for students and staff to an even better range of opportunities 
in order to achieve excellence.

I feel privileged to lead Horbury Academy; an innovative 
academy with outstanding staff providing a wide range of 
activities and experiences, inside and outside of the classroom. 

We look forward to welcoming you into our academy where 
you can get a glimpse of this for yourself!

05

Mrs N. Walker
Principal



LEARNING
AND
CURRICULUM
KEY STAGE 3

Horbury Academy operates a two year, Key Stage 3. In years 7 and 8 all 
students study English, Maths, a Modern Foreign Language, Science, 
History, Geography, Religious Education, Physical Education, Art, Design 
and Technology, Drama and Music. We believe that this broad and 
balanced curriculum allows students to fully develop their literacy and 
numeracy skills as well as developing their inquiring and creative minds. 
Students’ Personal, Social and Citizenship skills are developed through 
PSCHE lessons which are delivered by their form tutor.
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KEY STAGE 4

In Key Stage 4 there are a wide variety of choices, including traditional GCSE courses and other 
vocational qualifications. Across all age ranges and throughout the curriculum, we have a skills based 
approach to learning to help our students to become independent learners and to better prepare 
them for working life in the 21st century.

Our Key Stage 4 curriculum model enables students to specialise in their chosen GCSE subjects and 
to stand the best chance of success in their EBacc subjects, whilst still giving the flexibility to study 
other option subjects. Students follow a core curriculum of English Language and Literature, Maths, 
Science and core Physical Education. Students then select from a wide range of options subjects.

Students are supported by a dedicated and specialist team of teaching and associate staff. Our staff 
have high expectations of themselves and of students; are enthusiastic and encouraged to drive 
students to aim high and achieve the very best that they can. We encourage students to excel at 
working in groups and to work independently. 

Students receive regular homework to improve learning through the experience of self-study, using 
initiative and building up resilience. 

The academy will provide opportunities to: 

•   learn independently of the teacher

•   enhance learning by working collaboratively 

•   practise skills learnt in the classroom

•   complete learning started in the classroom

•   experience meeting of deadlines in preparation for Post 16 study and lifelong skills

•   re-visit past learning to consolidate knowledge in preparing for examinations.
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SEN LEARNING
 
Students with special educational needs or 
disabilities also have the opportunity to 
study a broad and balanced curriculum, 
alongside receiving the support that they 
require to reach their full potential. We 
strive to support students both 
academically and socially, and to meet their 
individual needs.

WHAT ELSE WILL I LEARN? WHERE 
WILL I GO?

We believe it is important that our 
students learn about the world they inhabit 
locally, nationally and internationally. We 
want our students to appreciate their 
world; valuing differences and being keen 
to explore. It is because of this that year 7 
participate in an international visit, 
currently to Ypres in Belgium, and as they 
progress through the academy they will 
have opportunities to visit a range of other 
countries.
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Horbury Academy strives to provide a safe and friendly 
environment for all with a positive and caring ethos. The 
academy is committed to safeguarding and promoting the 
welfare of children and young people. We are focused not only 
on supporting our students in their aspirations and academic 
goals, but also on their personal well-being and safety. 

A highly dedicated and trained team of pastoral staff will work 
with your child’s teachers to ensure that they are supported 
through their academic career at Horbury Academy. This team 
is comprised of Pastoral Year Leaders, an Education Welfare 
Officer, an Attendance Officer, and Inclusion Support Workers. 

Students are supported through a range of bespoke provision 
within the academy and from external providers. Our 
Safeguarding Team work together to ensure that any concerns 
regarding student safety are addressed swiftly and endeavour to 
work in partnership with families wherever possible. The 
academy takes concerns regarding bullying extremely seriously 
and combats this using a range of strategies. 

When your child joins Horbury Academy, their form tutor will 
continue to support their transition, whilst also reinforcing 
expectations. We know that bullying is a common concern 
around students as they transition to secondary school, in 
response all students receive education and awareness about 
bullying and how to respond to it should it occur. We ask that 
our parents/carers read the academy’s anti-bullying policy which 
explains the steps taken to tackle bullying.

STUDENT
WELL-BEING &
SAFEGUARDING



PARTICIPATION
AND
LEADERSHIP

The academy day runs from 8.30 a.m. to 2.45 p.m. All 
students are encouraged to stay beyond this, where 
possible, to take part in our extra-curricular activities. 
Sports, including rugby, football, netball, basketball, table 
tennis and trampolining take place alongside Science, ICT, 
Art, Drama, Languages and Music clubs. We actively 
encourage all students to take part in these activities 
believing that they encourage creativity, team work and 
success. Our extra-curricular activities are free and open 
to all.

As students enter Key Stage 4, we supplement their 
lessons with additional after school classes. Working 
alongside Peer Mentors and their class teachers, students 
are able to develop their skills and embed learning.

A clear outcome of our vision that learning is for life is 
evidenced by our excellent links with Sixth Form 
providers. In a typical year our students move on to the 
Accord Sixth Form College, Pontefract New College, 
Greenhead College and Wakefield College, with many 
going on to study at top universities.
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HOW WILL YOU HEAR MY VOICE?

There are 1050 students learning at Horbury Academy. This diverse, creative and inspirational group 
of students enables us to support learners through our Student Voice activities. Not only do students 
participate in the running of the Academy through the Student Council, they are also Buddies, subject 
Ambassadors, Prefects and Senior Prefects. They are part of the recruitment process for all new staff, 
they decide and plan what we eat in our restaurant, they support one another through peer 
mentoring and support learning through peer tutoring. Our students matter to us, we want to hear 
what they have to say.

We also want to hear what our parents and carers have to say. We know that successful
students are supported students – and that we must work in partnership. The academy provides an 
additional parents evening in the first half term, this enables parents to experience and understand 
more about our Key Stage 3 curriculum, in addition to know how well they have settled in.

In addition, parents are encouraged to contact the academy to raise any personal issues or discuss 
their concerns. Parents and carers are expected to attend all Parents’ Evenings and play an active role 
in their child’s education.
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ENCOURAGEMENT
AND
SUPPORT
STANDARDS FOR SUCCESS

Horbury Academy has high expectations in terms of standards of 
behaviour and presentation from all our students, these expectations are 
underpinned by firm policies and procedures which ensure all students 
and staff are aware of the consistent standards required. We expect that 
students behave in a respectful and tolerant way to staff, each other and 
the local community. We encourage positive relationships and peer 
support. 

Learners at Horbury Academy dress for success. Uniform is worn with 
pride and represents students’ commitment to our school community. 
(Full details of our uniform and suppliers can be found on our website). 

Uniform is not just about what you wear ; it is also about what you bring 
to the academy. All students are expected to have their “five a day” – the 
essential tools for learning (pens, pencil, ruler, eraser and their student 
planner). 

Our Behaviour Policy exists to support learning and to create a safe 
environment for all. Our annual reward trips are some of the highlights 
of the academy year.

For students to “Fly High” we expect them to attend every day. Holidays 
in term time are not permitted and our school based Education Welfare 
Officer works with families to support one hundred percent attendance. 
We know that full attendance equals success!
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SUPPORTING SUCCESS

We have an excellent careers provision for our students, led by 
our Careers Advisor who works with our students throughout all 
year groups to instil high aspirations throughout their school 
career, from Year 7 through to Year 11 and beyond! This provision 
includes; one to one discussions, assemblies, career fairs, external 
speakers from industry and work and university visits. These all 
aim to engage students in their chosen career paths.
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FURTHER
INFORMATION

WHAT HAPPENS IF I CHOOSE TO COME TO HORBURY ACADEMY?

Throughout the year a variety of events and activities take place that are designed to support students 
moving from primary to secondary school. Prospective students and parents are invited to visit the 
academy for our annual Open Evening. They are given the opportunity to tour the facilities, meet existing 
students and staff and watch or take part in lessons.

Primary students are invited into Horbury to experience academy life. Students take part in our Sports 
Festivals, Pyramid Music Days, International Day and more! Strong curriculum links have been developed 
through our MAT and through our links with our feeder primary schools.

Once students know that they have been granted a place at Horbury Academy, they are invited to our 
Taster Day. This is an induction day for all Year 6 students on our admissions list. Students spend a day with 
us to meet our existing students and staff and have a taste of future lessons. This day is an ideal 
opportunity for new students to become familiar with the surroundings and to meet other students who 
are new to the academy.

Taster Day is supplemented by our Information Evening. Students and families who are transferring with 
additional and special needs are supported with a number of transition days to reduce any concerns that 
these learners (or their parents) may have.
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WILL I GET A PLACE?

Horbury Academy is a popular, successful academy. We are 
over-subscribed and there is a waiting list in all year groups. We 
admit 210 students into each year group. Learners come from 
our Pyramid Primary schools/academies and beyond. 

Full details of our admission policy and procedures can be 
found on our website at www.horburyacademy.accordmat.org 
or by contacting the academy directly. 

Please also refer to our Transition Guide under the ‘Parents’ tab 
of the website for a more detailed insight into the academy’ 
approach to the transition from primary to secondary 
education and the support on offer.



Wakefield Road, Horbury
Wakefield, West Yorkshire, WF4 5HE

Telephone: 01924 282740
Facsimile: 01924 282759

Email: enquiries@horbury.accordmat.org
Website: www.horburyacademy.accordmat.org


