
 

Standards for Success - September 2018 
 

Dear parents and carers, 
 
Throughout this week students have had assemblies on our ‘Standards for Success’ and prior to this 
have worked with Form Tutors and Student Voice groups during Period 1 on preparing for 
September. 
 
‘Standards for Success’ is based on our standards and expectations across Accord MAT. These are 
based around a set of key principles that all of our students are expected to adhere to and require 
parents and carers to support. Respect and positive relationships between students and members of 
staff promote outstanding attitudes to learning, which ultimately allow progress over time.  
 
A significant change for our community is that no mobile devices should be seen or heard at any 
point during the Academy day. This includes mobile phones, head phones, speakers, consoles, 
smart watches, tablets and any other ‘smart’ device. The internet, social media and messaging has 
created huge distractions to students and has caused a multitude of problems in the school day 
through inappropriate use. With attention on learning in the classroom and communicating face to 
face at social times, the need for mobile devices is minimal. Exam board regulations around 
possession of ‘smart’ devices are rigorous and the importance of not relying on ‘Google’ or 
‘Wikipedia’ for completion of classwork is ever increasing, where internet access is needed this will 
be arranged/permitted by Academy staff. 
 
In order for students to make the transition to the ‘mobile devices should not be seen or heard’, from 
Monday 25th June we are expecting students to begin to take this on board. The current 
arrangements of a C4 detention being issued for mobiles and earphones being seen on corridors or 
in classrooms will remain in place until the end of this academic year. In the atrium area and at social 
times students will be asked to put devices away, with a reminder that there will be zero tolerance in 
September. From the beginning of the new academic year any devices that are seen or heard will be 
confiscated, with any refusal to comply resulting in a student receiving a C5. 
 
We understand that you may wish your child to have a mobile phone, particularly for travelling to and 
from the Academy, but during the day these must be switched off and put in bags. We can take no 
responsibility for any loss of damage of devices brought onto the Academy site. Please phone the 
Academy if you need to get an urgent message to your child. 
 
Yours sincerely, 

 
 
Miss S M Gibbs 
Assistant Headteacher. 
 
 


