
 
3 April 2020 

 

Dear Parent / Carer 

 

Ofqual Update on Examinations - Awarding of GCSE Grades 

 

I hope this letter finds you and your loved ones safe and well at what continues to be a very 

challenging time.  As you may be aware Ofqual and the Department for Education have 

released further information today in relation to how GCSE grades will be awarded in the 

summer. 

 

Outlined later in this communication is the information we have received to date, set out in a 

‘question and answer’ format.  I hope this format best supports your understanding of the 

process that will now take place both in the academy and at a national level.  I also hope what 

is set out below provides you with some greater clarity and acts to allay any fears or concerns 

you have with the awarding of qualifications this summer.  As we receive any further updates 

from Ofqual, exam boards or the Department for Education, we will continue to keep you 

informed and updated. 

 

The guidance itself can be found at: 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/gcses-as-and-a-level-awarding-summer-2020 

 

Once again thank you for your on-going support during these uncertain times. Please rest 

assured that we will continue to do our very best to ensure that your children are not placed 

at a disadvantage as a result of the challenging situation that we find ourselves currently 

facing. 

 

 

Yours sincerely,  
 

  

 
Mrs N Walker 

Principal 
 

 

 

 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/gcses-as-and-a-level-awarding-summer-2020


 

The Awarding of GCSEs in Summer 2020 – Questions and Answers 

 

1. How will my son/daughter be awarded their GCSE grade in summer? 

All schools and academies have been asked to submit two pieces of information per pupil per 

subject to each relevant exam board. This includes: 

 

1. A centre assessment grade per pupil per subject. 

2. A single rank order of all pupils per subject studied. 

 

Using this information, each exam board, in conjunction with Ofqual, will carry out a statistical 

analysis of this data allowing them to generate the fairest grade possible for each pupil in each 

subject. 

 

2. How will the Centre assessment grades be decided upon? 

Centre assessment grades in each subject will be decided upon based on a wide range of 

evidence available to teachers and leaders. This includes: 

 

 Professional teacher judgement based on the most likely grade a pupil would have 

achieved if they had sat their exams this summer and completed any non-exam 

assessment (coursework or controlled assessments).  

 Records held within the school relating to performance over the full course of study. 

(in years 9, 10 and year 11). 

 Classwork, bookwork and homework. 

 Performance in any mock examinations (PPEs). 

 The tier of entry a pupil would most likely have been entered for at the point of closure, 

and the grade scale within each tier of entry. 

 

When deciding upon the centre grades for each pupil we have been asked to consider a full 

range of evidence and work to ensure that pupils are not placed at a disadvantage due to the 

situation they find themselves in. We will take steps to ensure the process is fair and equitable 

for all of our pupils. 

 

No decision on a pupil’s grade will be made by a single teacher.  So, if your child’s teacher is 

new or has been absent from the academy for a period of time, academy leaders will ensure 

that all evidence across the course of your child’s study is considered. The internal process 

we have been asked to undertake means that Heads of Department, Senior Leaders and 

myself will all be involved in the quality assurance process to check / review grades on a 

subject by subject and pupil by pupil basis. 

 

Schools are not being asked to submit any evidence to substantiate the centre assessment 

grades per pupil per subject, however where possible schools will still need to retain records 

of work and assessment data should there be any further queries from the exam board in the 

future. 

 

3. Will the centre assessed grade be accurate? 

School based assessment already plays an important role in GCSE study.  In an 

unprecedented situation like this, the academy is best placed to judge the likely performance 

of pupils had they have completed their courses as normal. 

 



In the interests of fairness to pupils, judgements by schools need to be consistent. This is why 

exam boards in conjunction with Ofqual, will act to standardise the grades submitted by all 

schools once they have been submitted. 

  

4. Why does the school need to rank order pupils by subject? 

The rank ordering of pupils allows exam boards and Ofqual to complete a statistical analysis 

of all entries. This process is put in place to ensure that schools do not provide centre 

assessments that are too severe or too generous.  It will allow pupils across the country to be 

treated fairly both within their year group and when compared to previous or future cohorts. 

 

 

5. Can I find out the grade and/or rank order the school has given to my child? 

All schools have been directed that the Centre Assessment and rank order must not be shared 

with parents, pupils or any third parties under any circumstances. This is for two reasons, 

firstly it prevents teachers and leaders being placed under any pressure to report grades that 

cannot be substantiated by the work done by pupils, and secondly the grade, when analysed 

statistically, may not remain the same if a centre has deemed to be too generous or too harsh.  

Therefore, to issue a grade to parents and pupils at this point would create further uncertainty 

as the grade may not remain the same once analysed. 

 

6. Does this same process apply to any other qualifications my child is studying such 

as BTECs? 

The process outlined above applies to GCSEs, AS and A Levels, EPQs (Extended Project 

Qualifications) and Advanced Extension Award in Mathematics.  Many pupils will also be 

taking other vocational subjects alongside these.  Whilst this process does not apply to those 

qualifications, the same aims do apply. Ofqual are continuing to work as a matter of urgency 

to develop an approach to other qualifications and we will keep you updated of this as further 

information is shared. 

 

7. What happens if a subject is tiered in terms of entry? 

In the case of tiered GCSE subjects, schools will be asked to provide centre assessment 

grades which reflect the tier of entry for the pupils (9-3 for Higher; 5-1 for Foundation). 

 

Where a pupil may have had their tier of entry changed following a recent mock examination, 

this change to tier of entry will be taken into consideration (alongside all other relevant 

information outlined in point 2) when formulating the centre assessment grade for each 

subject. 

 

8. My child would have had access arrangements in their exams, will this be taken into 

consideration? 

Teachers and leaders will consider what a pupil would most likely have achieved in their 

summer examinations with the intended reasonable adjustment or access arrangement in 

place.  Your child will not be placed at a disadvantage due to access arrangements or 

reasonable adjustments that would have been made. 

 

9. How does my child appeal if they are not satisfied with the grade they are awarded? 

The process of appealing grades awarded is still being finalised, when we have confirmation 

of this process we will of course share this with parents and pupils. 

 

We have been informed that should pupils wish to re sit their exams, there will be an 

opportunity to do so in Autumn 2020 and then again in Summer 2021 if pupils continue to 



remain dissatisfied (dates for both exam series are still to be confirmed at this stage).  If your 

child does choose to take a resit both grades (the one awarded in summer and then the resit 

grade) will stand. 

 

10. Does my child need to continue to complete coursework? (Non-examined assessed 

work) 

Pupils who have not completed coursework / non-examined assessed work are not required 

to do so. The completion of coursework to date will help to inform the centre assessment, as 

part of the evidence base teachers will use, pupils will not be placed at a disadvantage if this 

work has not been completed. 

 

11. Does the work my child has completed during the period of closure count towards 

the centre assessment? 

Schools have been asked to proceed with caution when using any work completed since the 

school closures as any form of evidence base for the centre assessment.  There is no further 

requirement on schools to set any further and additional work for pupils moving forward from 

this date. 

 

12. Should my child continue to study during the period of school closure? 

Whilst there is no longer any requirement for schools to use pupils work completed since 

closure as an evidence base for a centre assessed grade, it is important to note two things: 

 

1. Your child may be dissatisfied with the grade awarded to them in summer 2020 and 

choose to take a re sit in autumn 2020.  In order to ensure that their resit grade is better 

than that awarded your child in the summer, your child may need to have completed 

further study in this subject and undertaken an appropriate level of revision to ensure 

that this is the case. 

2. If your child is choosing to move onto further study next academic year, they will need 

to have completed the full study at GCSE to allow for an easier transition to the next 

stage of their education. This may mean prioritising the continued study of subjects 

that your child is interested in studying in the future.  

 

This will mean that work will continue to be made available for pupils in Year 11, but will not 

be assessed by teachers and leaders at the academy.  The work will be provided to ensure 

that pupils are best placed to respond to the two important points outlined above. 

 

In order to support pupils with bridging the gap between Key Stage 4 and Key Stage 5, Accord 

Sixth Form will be offering pupils who have applied to sixth form, the opportunity to participate 

in Gap Learning in the coming months. We are hoping this will then provide pupils with a 

stronger foundation for their next stage of study. 

 

Please note: Whilst this offer will be available for all year 11 pupils it is worth noting that we 

cannot guarantee other post 16 providers will deliver the same courses using the same exam 

boards and therefore the content being studied may differ. 

 

13. My child attends an Alternative provision/Early College transfer how will they be 

assessed? 

Any pupil attending an alternative provision or who is on an Early College Transfer will not be 

placed at a disadvantage throughout this process.  They will receive a centre assessed grade 

in the same way as described above, for each subject they would have been entered for.  In 

addition to this, we will work closely with external providers to ensure that they have the 



information required from the full course of study for any qualifications being undertaken 

outside of the academy.  

 

14. When will results be released? 

We do not have a confirmed date for this, but Ofqual suggest they are working hard to do this 

as soon as possible following the submission of all grades across the country.  Academies 

and schools are being asked to begin to consider the centre assessments and rank order of 

pupils after Easter.  Exam boards have stipulated that the information will not be required for 

submission prior to the 29th May 2020 and there will be at least a two-week window for schools 

to submit this data.  We are confident that leaves all teachers and leaders within the academy 

with sufficient time to review each pupil on a subject by subject basis using the evidence base 

set out above.  

 

15. Will the grades awarded in 2020 carry the same weight as grades in previous or 

future years? 

The grades awarded in 2020 will have equal status / value to those awarded in other years.  

Pupils will not be at a disadvantage and should be treated fairly by colleges and universities. 

 

16. Will my child be able to progress to the next stage of their education or employment 

with these grades? 

Yes, this approach will enable all pupils to move to the next stage of their education or 

employment as planned in the autumn. 

 

 

 


