
 
3 April 2020 

 

Dear Parent/Carer 

I wanted to take the opportunity to write to you at the end of an unprecedented and challenging term.  
I am immensely proud of the community I work for.  Our young people have risen to the challenge of 
working from home and continued to produce high quality work.  This is testament to the hard work of 
their teachers and yourselves as parents and carers.  Your support is hugely appreciated in these 
difficult times where you are no doubt trying to balance; working from home, and supporting your 
children’s education.  You can rest assured we remain as committed as ever in continuing to support 
you and your children to work and learn from home.  

The Easter Break 

As you may be aware our emergency provision for children of Key Workers remains open over the 
Easter break. As a Trust, we feel that by remaining open we can continue to support the efforts of those 
parents/carers who are key frontline workers. Whilst this provision remains open, I can confirm that 
teachers will not be setting work on a daily basis for pupils to complete. Some subjects may still choose 
to set homework style tasks, as would have been the case prior to the Academy closure, however these 
will be far fewer in number and will not be monitored or responded to by teachers over the Easter 
break. I am keen to ensure that teachers, pupils and where possible parents/carers get an opportunity 
to take a break from work at this time, albeit in very different circumstances to our usual Easter break.  
You can however stay up to date with any news by following us on social media at Facebook and Twitter. 

Supporting the Community 

As well as providing emergency provision for pupils, we have also taken further steps, as a Trust, to 
support the local community through this difficult time. As such I am proud to report that we have been 
able to support a number of different organisations through the following: 

 The distribution of work packs to pupils and families who are self-isolating. 

 The distribution of over 250 food parcels to families in the local area including families within 
our pyramid of schools. These were delivered by a team of dedicated volunteers from within 
the Trust. 

 60 food parcels were delivered to City Limits and the Complex Care Centre in Wakefield. 

 Providing over 400 pairs of science goggles to the NHS to support the challenges they face in 
sourcing personal protective equipment. 

I cannot thank the staff enough, who volunteered their time and services freely to make these things 
happen. As the situation develops we will continue to look at ways in which we can, as an Academy and 
Trust support the local community further. 

 

https://www.facebook.com/horburyacademy/
https://twitter.com/HorburyAcademy


 

Show My Homework 

I have been incredibly pleased to see how hard the vast majority of our pupils are working both via 
Show My Homework and the remote work packs that have been distributed to homes. I understand 
from parental feedback that the volume of work being set for some pupils has been overwhelming and 
difficult to keep up to. Please rest assured that we will continue to review the work being set and issue 
guidance to colleagues on how best to support remote learning based on your feedback. After Easter 
all pupils should be given consistently clear guidance, via Show My Homework, on how to complete the 
work set, as well as an approximate time that should be spent on it. In addition to this, I have asked 
that teachers to allow more flexibility around submission dates to better take into account the different 
circumstances of pupils and their families.  

I would like to take the opportunity to reiterate the importance of all pupils continuing to work from 
home doing the best they can. I am keen to ensure that our pupils are in the very best position when 
they return to the Academy and that they do not have large gaps in their learning due to lack of 
engagement at home. In the coming weeks, Academy leaders will make contact with parents/carers 
where our monitoring suggests that pupils are not engaging with home learning as we might expect. 
We will of course take into account individual circumstances, however it remains our expectation that 
all pupils when and where possible continue to engage with the work being set to the best of their 
ability. 

An update for our pupils in year 11 
 
Further to my letter sent out earlier this term, we are still waiting to hear further guidance from 
Ofqual and the examination boards in relation to the processes that will be deployed to ensure all 
students completing GCSEs receive a set of qualifications that reflect their ability and hard work over 
the duration of their courses. Once we have more information I will share this with you, but I would 
encourage all pupils to continue to engage with the work set by their teachers, where possible, given 
the lack of clarity we have at this stage on how this process of issuing grades to pupils will be 
implemented. 
Finally, I would like to wish all of our pupils and their families a happy Easter. Whilst this will not be like 
any other Easter break we have ever experienced before, I hope you are able to make the very best of 
the situation and enjoy some time to relax in the comfort of your own homes. 

 

 

Best wishes 

 
  

 
Mrs N Walker 

Principal 
 


