
 
July 2020 
 
Dear Parent/Carer 
 
Transition Information for Year 7 in September 
 
As the end of the current academic year quickly approaches, I wanted to take the opportunity to ensure you have all 
the information you need for a smooth start at Horbury Academy for your child in September. 
 
Changes to the Academy day in September in light of Corona Virus 
 
As parents will be aware all schools across the country have been issued with guidance from the government in 
relation to the safe re-opening in September to all year groups on a full-time basis. A link to this guidance can be 
found by following this link https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-schools-during-the-
coronavirus-outbreak/guidance-for-full-opening-schools 
 
In accordance with this guidance I can confirm the following alterations have been made to our academy arrangements 
for the autumn term in the first instance: 
 

 The academy will continue to place a significant focus on the health and safety of pupils and staff whilst on 
academy site. This will include: 
 

o a requirement that people who are ill stay at home and report their absence to the academy  
o robust hand and respiratory hygiene 
o enhanced cleaning arrangements 
o active engagement with NHS Test and Trace 
o formal consideration of how to reduce contacts and maximise distancing between those in school 

wherever possible and minimise potential for contamination so far as is reasonably practicable 
 
In relation to the last bulletin point the academy will put in place the following measures in September to reduce 
contact and maximise social distancing: 

 Staggered start and end of the academy day for year groups 

 The creation of class bubbles in year 7, 8 and 9 to minimise contact with other pupils in the academy whilst 
continuing to deliver the full curriculum for each year group. 

 The zoning of year group areas in different academy spaces. 

 The use of different entry and exit points for each year group to reduce contact with other pupils. 

 A continual reinforcement amongst pupils of the need to maintain social distancing with peers and staff 
members as far as is practicably possible. 

 Large gatherings will not be permitted. Assemblies and other activities that require larger groups of people in 
one space will either take place virtually, remotely or will be postponed until later in the academic year. 

 The creation of additional break and lunchtime spaces for some year groups to alleviate the need for pupils 
within different year groups to come into contact with one and other. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-schools-during-the-coronavirus-outbreak/guidance-for-full-opening-schools
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-schools-during-the-coronavirus-outbreak/guidance-for-full-opening-schools


 
 

 Pupils will be permitted to wear their PE kit including trainers on the days they have PE to remove the need to 
change throughout the day. Social Distancing measures mean that we are unable to use the changing 
facilities at this time. 

 
Further specific details of the arrangements outlined above will be shared with all pupils as part of their on-site 
induction during the first week of the new term in September. The first activity will be directing students to their 
allocated Form Tutor Groups, which unfortunately will not be able to be confirmed until September. During this first 
week, pupils will be given their timetable alongside details of their start and end time; entry and exit point as well as 
the area of the academy in which they will be based. Pupils have the option to bring a packed lunch but will be enrolled 
into our catering service to offer the option to purchase food on site. 
 
To help with Year 7 pupils transitioning to Horbury Academy, we have been able to assign the year group two days of 
induction as scheduled below: 
 

 Monday 7 September 2020 is an Inset day and the academy is therefore closed to all pupils; the rest of the 
week is the Induction Week for pupils as per below: 
 

 Tuesday 8 September 2020 – Year 8 and Year 10 only 
8:30am Year 10 enter site via Pupil entrance into the atrium and leave at 2:30pm 
9:00am Year 8 enter site via the side pathway and report to the Sports Hall, leave at 2:45pm 

 

 Wednesday 9 September 2020 – Year 9 and Year 11 only 
8:30am Year 11 enter site via pupil entrance into the atrium, leave at 2:30pm 
9:00am Year 9 enter site via the side pathway and report to the Sports Hall, leave at 2:45pm 

  

 Thursday 10 September 2020 – Year 7 and 11 only 
8.30am Year 11 enter site via the pupil entrance into the atrium, leave at 2:30pm 
8.45am Year 7 enter site via the pupil entrance into the atrium, leave at 2:45pm 

  

 Friday 11 September 2020 - Year 7 and 11 only 
8.30am Year 11 enter site via the pupil entrance into the atrium, leave at 2:30pm 
8.45am Year 7 enter site via the pupil entrance into the atrium, leave at 2:45pm 
 

Standards for Success September 2020 
 
In order to effectively support all pupils to meet our Standards for Success when they start in September and to support 
the need to avoid the sharing of equipment amongst pupils, we would ask that all pupils arrive to the academy prepared 
for learning with the following items of essential equipment, these include: 
 

 A blue or black writing pen 

 A purple pen 

 A pencil 

 A ruler 

 A scientific calculator  

 A reading book that is age appropriate 

 A suitable bag in which to carry their books, planner and any specific equipment for practical activities.  
 
 
Uniform for September 2020 
 
Specific details of our uniform expectations are available on our website however, for clarity I would ask your support 
with the following in preparation for a smooth start at the academy: 
 



 
 

1. Pupils are in receipt of the correct uniform (as per the academy website) and understand how to wear it 
correctly. This includes ensuring that skirts are of the correct length, are not rolled or bunched at the waist; 
shirts are long enough to be tucked into trousers and trousers are not skinny fit but are a tailored school trouser. 

2. Pupils are in receipt of appropriate school shoes and these should be broken in (worn in advance) so as not to 
cause blisters. Pupils will not be permitted to change into alternative footwear should this issue arise. 

3. Pupils should not wear makeup of any description. This includes artificial nails, fake tan or false eyelashes.  
4. Pupils should not wear piercings of any kind. 
5. Pupils should not wear jewellery of any kind. 
6. Pupils should have appropriate outer wear and all pupils are reminded that hoodies are not permitted as an 

alternative to a coat or jacket. 
 
Please note that your child will be placed in ________ house at Horbury Academy. Therefore, a _______ colour 
tie will need to be purchased. 

 
The Box 
They are currently accepting orders through Facebook and by telephone and will also extend shop opening hours so 
they can operate on an appointment basis to ensure social distancing and sanitisation between visits.   The Box want 
to encourage parents to make appointments one parent one child only please and any stock tried on will be 
quarantined for 48 hours as per government guidance.  They are confident they can deliver the uniform on time and 
with the very best customer service they can offer. They are also producing their own social media marketing. (Tel: 
01924 263030) 
 
Dewsbury Rawcliffes 
They have again put social distancing measures in place and including Perspex screens and sanitising stations in place 
and are currently open for business. They have also had a new website designed (www.smartschoolwearcentre.co.uk) 
in order to facilitate orders and offering the click and collect service. (Tel: 01924 465510) 
 
Trutex 
The shop is currently open and has social distancing measures in place as well as sanitising stations on offer. They are 
also offering a click and collect service and taking telephone orders.  Payment will be taken over telephone so that 
parents can avoid entering the shop.  They are also offering appointments outside their normal operating hours of 9-5 
between 8.30-9 or 5-6.30pm. (Tel: 01924 299820) 
 
Transition Information on our Website 
 
You may have already seen that we have a virtual tour of Horbury Academy and video messages from ‘Talking Heads’ 
and the ‘Principal’s Welcome’ on our website, so please feel free to go through these with  your child and support 
them in completing their Holiday Homework https://horbury.accordmat.org/year-6-transition/ 
Once pupils are allocated to their Form Group, they will be directed again to our website to then view a message from 
their new Form Tutor.  
 
Contacting the Academy over the Summer 
 
Whilst the academy will only be operating with minimal staffing during the summer break, should you need to make 
contact please email enquiries@horbury.accordmat.org. 
 
I hope all pupils and their families have a safe and relaxing summer break, and I look forward to welcoming all of our 
new pupils into the academy in September. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Mrs Nicky Walker  
Principal  
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