
 
4 September 2020  

  
  

Dear Parent/Carer,  
  
Public Transport Arrangements to and from Horbury Academy - September 2020  
  
  
Thank you to all those parents/carers who have responded to our recent bus survey. This has allowed us 
to review the number of pupils who intend to travel by bus to and from the academy in the new term.  
  
We have now received confirmation of the changes that have been possible to make to the bus services 
that directly pass through the academy grounds.  
  

HA1 via Middlestown  
 

• Bus one operated by Arriva  
• Bus two operated by Station Coaches   
 
AM - Midgley Black Bull depart 0738 to Horbury Academy.  
PM - Horbury Academy depart 1450 to Midgley Black Bull.  
 

HA2 via Netherton  
 

• Bus one operated by Arriva  
• Bus two operated by Globe Coaches  
 

PM - Horbury Academy depart 1450 to Midgley.  
  
Full details can be found here:  
 

https://www.wymetro.com/schools/changes-to-school-services/service-changes-and-extra-services-from-
september-2020/horbury-academy/  
  
The information provided by West Yorkshire Metro means that:  
  
• The services are not classed as dedicated school / academy transport, and therefore 

the academy is unable to ensure additional social distancing measures to ensure year group 
bubbles are maintained on these services.  

  
• As the buses are classed as public service buses, we have not been able to secure timings to support 

our staggered academy day timings from September.   

https://www.wymetro.com/schools/changes-to-school-services/service-changes-and-extra-services-from-september-2020/horbury-academy/
https://www.wymetro.com/schools/changes-to-school-services/service-changes-and-extra-services-from-september-2020/horbury-academy/


   
 

  
The academy continues to work with local agencies to try to improve the staggered provision of bus 
transport options, and will update parents / carers should there be any changes.   
 
In the meantime, the academy has taken the following steps:  
  
Pupils arriving by bus to the academy  
 

To facilitate social distancing between year groups, the academy has introduced staggered start times for 
different year groups. We recognise that these do not correspond with the current timetabled public 
bus services.  
 

Should pupils arrive at the academy earlier than their official staggered start time due to the timing of 
public transport, the year group will be able to wait in their allocated morning holding space until the 
start of their timetabled lessons. These rooms will be supervised by staff and academy Standards for 
Success will apply. Whilst this time will be classed as social time, pupils are asked to bring a reading 
book to utilise during the time in the holding space.    
  
Pupils leaving the academy by bus  

  
For pupils in years 7, 8 and 10, the staggered end of the academy day is after the bus services that leave 
directly from the academy grounds. If you require your child to access the buses leaving the academy 
grounds at 14.50, they will need to miss some of their face-to-face form tutor learning session.   
  
We will issue a pass to all pupils for whom we have received a parental permission for withdrawal from 
form tutor time.  
  
In requesting a pass, you accept that your child will not attend part of their face-to-face 
form tutor learning session and agree to ensure that your child undertakes all activities set through 
remote learning for form tutor learning sessions. Remote learning will be monitored by form tutors.  
 
Bus passes will be issued during the pupil induction week. Pupils will not be able to leave their form tutor 
learning session without a pass.  

  

Please complete the following link to request a pass:  Horbury Academy Request for End of Academy Day 
Bus Pass 

 

Reminder about travel to and from the academy  
 

There are many ways pupils can travel to the academy. In the first instance, we encourage all pupils to walk 
or cycle to the academy if they can and if they live a short distance (2 miles or less) away.  This will help to 
reduce pressure on the public transport network for those who need it most.   
  
If pupils are not able to walk or cycle, they can use public transport.   
  
If pupils are using public transport, they should continue to follow Government guidelines to ensure they can 
travel safely on the network. They should plan their journey in advance and allow more time to get to the 
academy. They should wear a face covering for the entirety of their journey if they are over 11 years old and 
are not exempt, wash or sanitise their hands regularly and social distance where possible. The latest 
guidance can be found here: https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-safer-travel-guidance-for-
passengers.   
  
We appreciate that parents/carers may want to pick pupils up in cars, please note, congestion on Wakefield 
Road needs to be avoided to ensure the safety of our pupils and to adhere to the stated staggered start and 
finish times. If parents or pupils are car-sharing with someone outside of their support bubble or family, they 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=EENLhb8NQUKuQU3wpPjbkgQVbl3NRTRFiWOkieTLq9NUMEtaVEExWTEwN0kzVUtTVEpRM1U3V1RBMS4u
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should share with the same people each time, open the windows for ventilation and wear a face covering if 
they are over 11 years old and are not exempt.   
  
Thank you for your patience at this time, and we look forward to welcoming pupils back to the academy from 
Tuesday 8 September on their designated induction days, with a full return from Monday 14 September.   
Please do not hesitate to contact enquiries@horbury.accordmat.org if you have any queries.  
  
Yours sincerely  
   

  
  
Mrs N Walker  
Principal  
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