Horbury Academy

How to Help Your
Child Succeed 20/21

Welcome to the Year 11
‘How to Help Your Child Succeed’ Evening
Welcome to this very special evening for Year 11 students and their parents/carers. This evening has
a very speciﬁc focus. It is about providing information, guidance and support ahead of the exams to
support your children in order to achieve the best grades that they can by the end of the summer term.
It is essential that we enlist your support as parents/carers so that you can be fully involved in the
progress of your child. On this evening the following will take place:

A Key Messages Talk in the Main Hall
A range of key staﬀ will give an insight into the work taking place this year, focussing on how
parents/carers can support their children throughout their last year at Horbury Academy. This talk is
designed to equip parents, carers and students with the tools they need to be successful, with a
particular focus on English, Mathematics and Science.

A Marketplace Event in the Atrium
All subject areas will have an information area where you will be able to see the range of resources and
revision materials available for each of the courses on oﬀer here at Horbury Academy. In addition,
subject leads and their staﬀ will be available to answer questions regarding their subject and give
guidance speciﬁc to their course.
Revision guides will be available to be purchased on the evening. For a full range of recommended
revision guides please see our Suggested Revision Guides page in this brochure. Most of these
revision guides are available to be purchased directly from Horbury Academy at cost price or can be
purchased through major retailers.
Year 11 students have made an excellent start to their ﬁnal year. It is pleasing to see so many students
working so hard and they clearly recognise the signiﬁcance of achieving good qualiﬁcations. Staﬀ in
the academy have commented on their enthusiasm, focus and motivation. Key to their continued
success is the guidance and support oﬀered by school and, crucially, parents and carers. We hope that
this evening will be really useful in enabling parents and carers to support their child in making the
very most from the time that remains here. We have held this evening earlier than in the past as we
believe this evening to be crucial in helping to maximise your child’s success and the earlier the work
begins, the bigger the impact. Your attendance at this event is vital. Thank you once more for your
on-going support.

Mr B Gilder
Vice Principal
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Information from Subject Leads
All subject areas have provided a simple overview of the courses students are currently engaged with in
Year 11. There is information about the course content, examination boards, where to ﬁnd revision
materials and top tips for success. If parents need to contact individual subject leaders they can do so by
e-mailing them directly:
English (Language and Literature)/Media
Mr D Kiernan
dkiernan@horbury.accordmat.org
Maths
Ms A Lynch
alynch@horbury.accordmat.org
Science (Combined and Separates)
Mrs K Field
kﬁeld@horbury.accordmat.org
History
Mr S Wright
swright@horbury.accordmat.org
Geography
Mr M Fletcher
mﬂetcher@horbury.accordmat.org
MFL (Spanish and French)
Mrs K Roberts
kroberts@horbury.accordmat.org
Computer Science
Mr P Waud
pwaud@horbury.accordmat.org

Business Studies, iMedia, Camb Nat Business
Enterprise and Marketing
Mrs L Vaughan
lvaughan@horbury.accordmat.org
Art
Mr R Stewart
rstewart@horbury.accordmat.org
Music/Drama
Mr D Ray
dray@horbury.accordmat.org
Engineering Design
Mrs D Russell
drussell@horbury.accordmat.org
Hospitality and Catering
Mrs E Penny
epenny@horbury.accordmat.org
PE/Sports Science
Miss N Atkinson
natkinson@horbury.accordmat.org

RE/Ethics
Mrs R France
rfrance@horbury.accordmat.org

In addition, the Year 11 students are supported by the Year 11
Leadership Team, comprising of:
Vice Principals:

Y11 PYL:

Mr B Gilder
bgilder@horbury.accordmat.org

Mrs D Mitchell
dmitchell@horbury.accordmat.org

Mr N Ash
nash@horbury.accordmat.org
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Subject
Information
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English Language
AQA ENGLISH LANGUAGE GCSE - 8700

For more
information,
contact:
Mr D Kiernan

Paper 1: Explorations in creative writing and reading
• Section A: Students are asked to read one ﬁctional Literature text and answer 4 key questions
based on their understanding of the text.
• Section B: Students are asked to write a descriptive piece based on a stimulus provided.
• Written exam
• 1hr 45 mins
• 80 marks – 50% GCSE

Paper 2: Writers viewpoints and perspectives
• Section A: Students are asked to read one non-ﬁction text and one literary non-ﬁction text – they then
answer 4 key questions based on their understanding of the texts.
• Section B: Students are asked to write a text in which they present a viewpoint.
• Written exam
• 1hr 45 mins
• 80 marks – 50% GCSE

Course Description
Students will be expected to read a range of ﬁction extracts throughout the course, showing an
understanding of the writers’ intentions regarding the language and structure used. We have over 50
extracts in the department that we will use to support the students in the skills they are expected to
develop. Having a critical opinion of ﬁctional texts is also an essential aspect of the course.
Students will develop their own descriptive writing throughout the course. They will be expected to
describe atmospheric and meaningful pictures or events with a range of detailed vocabulary. We will
support all students with the technical expectations of spelling, punctuation and grammar.
Students will be asked to read a range of non-ﬁction texts from a variety of decades across the last two
centuries. Comparing texts from the modern day to texts from the 1800s is an essential skill within the
course and we will focus on ensuring students practice with engaging and thematic texts as support. As
with all reading skills, students will be expected to identify the key areas of language and structure
within their non-ﬁction texts as well as compare key ideas.
Students will be asked to write a non-ﬁction text of their own and throughout the course, we will
support them with the writing of letters, articles, blogs and speeches. They must present a clear and
passionate viewpoint throughout; ensuring the examiner is engaged in their opinion.
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Revision Tips
• Read on a regular basis. Start small and work up to something bigger. Use
the LRC or ask your teacher if you are unsure of what to read.
• Practice writing descriptions of famous photographs that interest you.
Describe amazing beauty spots or famous events – it will help this skill.
• Make lists and lists of positive, high quality vocabulary that you can use in
your answers.
• Revise the language techniques that you will be identifying in the reading
section and implementing in the writing section.

Tips for Success
• Where possible, try to create a quiet, distraction-free place to study at
home.
• Check the Show My Homework/ SharePoint / Teams website so that you
can see what homework is being set and whether you are completing this
accurately and extending yourself.
• Think about the wider reading you consume. It would be a great idea to
read a mixture of ﬁction stories and non-ﬁction texts like newspapers and
magazines to support your understanding of the course.
• Make sure you are aware of the reading questions that you most need to
work on. Q2, 3 and 4 on each paper have a very clear expectation and
method to follow. Speak to your teachers and attend the extra catch up
that is on oﬀer.
• Make sure you are fully aware of the diﬀerences expected in the writing
section. Be fully aware of the diﬀerences in writing a description of a
picture, a speech, a letter or a newspaper article.

Useful Websites
aqa.org.uk/subjects/english/gcse/english-language-8700
manybooks.net/
bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/zcbchv4
youtube.com/results?search_query=aqa+english+language
senecalearning.com/en-GB/blog/gcse-english-language-revision/
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English Literature
AQA ENGLISH LITERATURE - 8702

For more
information,
contact:
Mr D Kiernan

Paper 1: Shakespeare and the 19th century novel.
• Section A: Students are asked to answer one question on the play ‘Macbeth’. They will be required to write in
detail about an extract from the play and then to write about the play as a whole.
• Section B: Students are asked to answer one question on the novel ‘A Christmas Carol’. They will be required
to write in detail about an extract from the novel and then to write about the novel as a whole.
• Written exam
• 1hr 45 mins
• 64 marks – 40% GCSE

Paper 2: Modern texts and poetry.
• Section A: Students are asked to answer one question on from a choice of two on their studied play ‘An
Inspector Calls’.
• Section B: Students are asked to answer one comparative question on one named poem and one other poem
chosen from their anthology on Power and Conﬂict.
• Section C: Students will answer one question on one unseen poem and one question comparing the ﬁrst
poem with a second unseen poem.
• Written exam
• 2hr 15mins
• 96 marks – 60% GCSE

Course Description
Our curriculum oﬀers a challenging programme where students will study 19th century ﬁction (A Christmas
Carol; modern drama (An Inspector Calls); Shakespeare’s Macbeth; an anthology of poetry (Conﬂict and
Power). These texts have been selected to allow our students the very best chance to thrive in their studies
and the skills around these texts are successfully developed until students feel conﬁdent to access the exam.
In their study of Macbeth, students will be expected to have a thorough understanding of the key characters
and themes from within the play. An understanding of Shakespearean context is encouraged and students
will be linking key moments of the era to key moments of the play.
In their study of A Christmas Carol, students will be expected to have a thorough understanding of the key
characters and themes from within the play. An understanding of society in Victorian England is encouraged
and students will be linking key moments of the era to key moments of the novel.
In their study of An Inspector Calls, students will be working hard on developing a full understanding of
characters, themes and quotations. It will be particularly important for students to memorise and explore the
language of the text as no reading text is given in the examination.
Within the study of Power and Conﬂict poetry and the unseen poetry, students will become familiar with the
language and structure of 15 key poems that are listed in the Poetry anthology. Students will be provided
with this anthology and a range of unseen poems to harness their skills of understanding and interpretation.
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Revision Tips
• Mind map the key characteristics of the characters and themes of Macbeth,
A Christmas Carol and An Inspectors Calls on a regular basis. This will help
you have an on-going understanding of the texts.
• Design a top 10 ‘key moments in the text’ chart. Having a memory of key
plot events from Macbeth, A Christmas Carol and An Inspector Calls will be
very valuable during revision and the exam.
• Mind map key quotes from Macbeth, A Christmas Carol, An Inspector Calls
and the 15 Power and Conﬂict poems. Remember that you do not receive a
great amount of support with quotations from the text. Having 5-10 key
quotes in your memory bank will be essential.
• Use your revision guides, computer resources to help build these mind
maps.
• Attend any extra catch-up that you are invited to. It has been oﬀered for a
reason!
• Please speak to your class teacher if any of the texts are proving to be a real
struggle at any point in the year.

Tips for Success
• Learn the deﬁnitions of key language devices that have been used by the
author or poet.
• Learn the types of questions that the examiners have used in the past.
• Use past papers to develop your exam technique and familiarise yourself
with the types of questions asked about particular topics.
• Make sure you read the question thoroughly, if you are unsure read it
again and highlight the key words.
• Plan your answers at all times, write up your quotes over the exam paper
before you start if you need to!

Useful Websites
sparknotes.com/shakespeare/macbeth/
sparknotes.com/lit/christmascarol/
sparknotes.com/drama/an-inspector-calls/
aqa.org.uk/subjects/english/gcse/english-literature-8702
bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z4nc87h
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Mathematics

For more
information,
contact:

OCR MATHS GCSE J560

Ms. A Lynch

Two Tiers

Foundation = Grades 1 to 5
Higher = Grades 4 to 9

Paper 1

Paper 3

• Calculator
• 100 marks
• 90 minutes

• Calculator
• 100 marks
• 90 minutes

Paper 2
• Non-Calculator
• 100 marks
• 90 minutes

Course Description
The GCSE (9-1) Mathematics qualiﬁcation encourages students to develop a positive attitude towards the
subject and recognise the importance of mathematics in daily life. Students build on a sound base of
conceptual understanding to apply mathematical techniques in a variety of authentic contexts.
The main areas examined are :-

• Number
• Algebra
• Ratio, proportion, and rates of change
• Geometry and Measures
• Probability
• Statistics
• Problem solving
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Revision Tips
• Practice GCSE Maths Past Paper Questions. Possibly one of the best and
easiest ways to revise for GCSE Maths.
• Make Flashcards for each of the GCSE Maths Equations
• Really focus on your weakest GCSE Maths Topics
• Please, Please, Please utilise the power of Hegarty maths
• Have the correct equipment (and make sure you can use it) – calculator,
pencil, ruler, compass, and protractor
• Attend extra maths sessions
• Start teaching your friends maths topics they do not understand and you do
• Create mind maps for GCSE topics

Tips for Success
• Make the most of each maths lesson
• Be aware of your areas of strength and weakness
• Practise exam papers
• Ask for support
• Complete all your homework and revision work
• Make the most of your mistakes – learn from them
• Show all your working out
• Read every question carefully and ensure you answer the question asked
• Basic skills are essential!
• Know how to use your calculator eﬀectively
• Have a revision list and make use of it to RAG rate areas of strength and
weakness

Useful Websites
hegartymaths.co.uk

ocr.co.uk

onmaths.co.uk

mathsgenie.co.uk

corbettmaths.co.uk

mathsbot.com
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Combined Science
AQA GCSE COMBINED SCIENCE: TRILOGY 8464

For more
information,
contact:
Mrs K Field

There are six papers: two biology, two chemistry and two physics. Each of the papers will assess
knowledge and understanding from distinct topic areas.

Biology Paper 1: Topics 1-4 – 16.7% - 1 hour 15-minute exam
• Covers topics 1-4: Cell biology; Organisation; Infection and response; and Bioenergetics.
• 70 marks
• Multiple choice, structures, closed short answer and open response questions.

Biology Paper 2: Topics 5-7 – 16.7% - 1 hour 15-minute exam
• Covers topics 5-7: Homeostasis and response; Inheritance, variation and evolution; and Ecology.
• 70 marks
• Multiple choice, structured, closed short answer and open response questions.

Chemistry Paper 1: Topics 8-12 – 16.7% - 1 hour 15-minute exam
• Covers topics 8-12: Atomic structure and the periodic table; Bonding, structure and the properties
of matter; Quantitative chemistry; Chemical changes; and Energy changes.
• 70 marks
• Multiple choice, structures, closed short answer and open response questions.

Chemistry Paper 2: Topics 13-17 – 16.7% - 1 hour 15-minute exam
• Covers topics 13-17: The rate and extent of chemical change; Organic chemistry; Chemical analysis;
Chemistry of the atmosphere; and Using resources.
• 70 marks
• Multiple choice, structured, closed short answer and open response questions.

Physics Paper 1: Topics 18-21 – 16.7% - 1 hour 15-minute exam
• Covers topics 18-21: Energy; Electricity; Particle model of matter; and Atomic structure
• 70 marks
• Multiple choice, structures, closed short answer and open response questions.

Physics Paper 2: Topics 22-24 – 16.7% - 1 hour 15-minute exam
• Covers topics 22-24: Forces; Waves; Magnetism and electromagnets; and Space physics
• 70 marks
• Multiple choice, structured, closed short answer and open response questions.
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Course Description
GCSE Combined Science allows students to develop a deep understanding of key scientiﬁc principles
through a hands on, practical approach to science. This involves; investigating, observing, experimenting or
testing out ideas and thinking about them scientiﬁcally. This allows students to build a better understanding
of the world around them.
In Science, students get the opportunity talk about, read and write about all aspect of the three discipline;
Biology, Chemistry and Physics. Students study a range of topics across all three areas and will be examined
on these in 6 papers, two biology, two chemistry, and two physics. Within each paper there will be questions
that not only assess pupil’s ability to recall information, it will also require them to apply their knowledge to
unfamiliar situations, analyse data and draw conclusions.
There are sixteen required practical activities that students will be required to complete throughout the
course. Paper 1 and Paper 2 will contain questions that assess pupils knowledge and understanding of the
skills developed in these practical activities.

Revision Tips
• Don’t leave it all until the last minute, start now!
• Plan your revision time using a revision timetable, you will make much more
eﬀective use of your time.
• YouTube revision videos like My GCSE Science are great for visual learners
and break up revision nicely.
• Attend Period 0 to support with your exam technique and get support with
revision and homework.
• Attend Period 7 to get structured revision and develop exam skills.
• Use your revision guide eﬀectively, don’t just read it, process the
information by making mind maps.

Tips for Success

Useful Websites

• Learn the deﬁnitions of key descriptor
words, especially key terms such as
describe and explain.

youtube.com/

• Learn Key mark points using past paper
questions and mark schemes.

bbc.co.uk/education
aqa.org.uk/

• Use past papers to develop your exam
technique and familiarise yourself with
the types of questions asked about
particular topics.
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Biology
AQA BIOLOGY GCSE 8461

For more
information,
contact:
Mrs K.Field

Paper 1: Topics 1-4 – 50% 1 hour 45-minute exam
• Covers topics 1-4: Cell biology; Organisation; Infection and response; and Bioenergetics.
• 100 marks
• Multiple choice, structures, closed short answer and open response questions.

Paper 2: Topics 5-7 – 50% 1 hour 45-minute exam
• Covers topics 5-7: Homeostasis and response; Inheritance, variation and evolution; and Ecology.
• 100 marks
• Multiple choice, structured, closed short answer and open response questions.

Course Description
GCSE Biology allows students to develop a deep understanding of the key biological principles through
a hands on, practical approach to science. This involves; investigating, observing, experimenting or
testing out ideas and thinking about them scientiﬁcally. This allows our students to build a better
understanding of how our bodies function and how the ecological systems around us work together.
In Biology, students get the opportunity talk about, read and write about biological systems, including
the structure and functioning of cells and how they divide for growth and repair. They study in detail the
two essential reactions for life on Earth: photosynthesis and respiration, and they look at the interaction
with the environment and how all molecules are recycled between the living world and the environment
to sustain life. The course also looks at homeostasis and the importance of maintaining a constant
internal environment. Students will be examined on these topics in two exams. Within each exam paper
there will be questions that not only assess pupil’s ability to recall information, it will also require them
to apply their knowledge to unfamiliar situations, analyse data and draw conclusions.
There are ten required practical activities that students will be required to complete throughout the
course. Paper 1 and Paper 2 will contain questions that assess pupils knowledge and understanding of
the skills developed in these practical activities.
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Revision Tips
• Don’t leave it all until the last minute, start now!
• Plan your revision time using a revision timetable, you will make much more
eﬀective use of your time.
• Find out what type of learner you are and use this to your advantage when
revising.
• Use colour to make things stand out, make posters for your wall, use ﬂip
cards to help revision on the move.
• YouTube revision videos like My GCSE Science are great for visual learners
and break up revision nicely.
• Attend Period 0 to support with your exam technique and get support with
revision and homework.
• Attend Period 7 to get structured revision and develop exam skills.
• Make sure your book is kept tidy to revise from
• Use your revision guide eﬀectively, don’t just read it, process the
information by making mind maps.

Tips for Success
• Learn the deﬁnitions of key descriptor words, especially key terms such
as describe and explain.
• Learn Key mark points using past paper questions and mark schemes.
• Use past papers to develop your exam technique and familiarise yourself
with the types of questions asked about particular topics.
• Make sure you read the question thoroughly, if you are unsure read it
again and highlight the key words.

Useful Websites
bbc.co.uk/education
s-cool.co.uk/gcse/biology
youtube.com/
aqa.org.uk/
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Chemistry
AQA CHEMISTRY GCSE 8462

For more
information,
contact:
Mrs K.Field

Paper 1: Topics 1-5 – 50% - 1 hour 45-minute exam
• Covers topics 1-5: Atomic structure and the periodic table; Bonding, structure and the properties of matter;
Quantitative chemistry; Chemical changes; and Energy changes.
• 100 marks
• Multiple choice, structures, closed short answer and open response questions.

Paper 2: Topics 6-10 – 50% - 1 hour 45-minute exam
• Covers topics 6-10: The rate and extent of chemical change; Organic chemistry; Chemical analysis; Chemistry
of the atmosphere; and Using resources.
• 100 marks
• Multiple choice, structured, closed short answer and open response questions.

Course Description
GCSE Chemistry allows students to develop a deep understanding of key scientiﬁc principles through a
hands on, practical approach to science. This involves; investigating, observing, experimenting or testing
out ideas and thinking about them scientiﬁcally. This allows our students to build a better understanding
of the world around them.
In Chemistry, students get the opportunity talk about, read and write about all aspect of Chemistry.
Students study a range of topics in this ﬁeld, including Atomic structure and the periodic table; Chemical
and Energy changes as well as Quantitative and Organic chemistry, Chemical analysis and Chemistry of
the atmosphere. Students will be examined on these topics in two exam papers. Within each exam
paper there will be questions that not only assess pupil’s ability to recall information, but apply their
knowledge to unfamiliar situations, and analyse data and draw conclusions.
There are ten required practical activities that students will be required to complete throughout the
course. Paper 1 and Paper 2 will contain questions that assess pupil’s knowledge and understanding of
the skills developed in these practical activities.
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Revision Tips
• Don’t leave it all until the last minute, start now!
• Plan your revision time using a revision timetable, you will make much more
eﬀective use of your time.
• Find out what type of learner you are and use this to your advantage when
revising.
• Use colour to make things stand out, make posters for your wall, use ﬂip
cards to help revision on the move.
• YouTube revision videos like My GCSE Science are great for visual learners
and break up revision nicely.
• Attend Period 0 to support with your exam technique and get support with
revision and homework.
• Attend Period 7 to get structured revision and develop exam skills.
• Make sure your book is kept tidy to revise from
• Use your revision guide eﬀectively, don’t just read it, process the
information by making mind maps.

Tips for Success
• Learn the deﬁnitions of key descriptor words, especially key terms such
as describe and explain.
• Learn Key mark points using past paper questions and mark schemes.
• Use past papers to develop your exam technique and familiarise yourself
with the types of questions asked about particular topics.
• Make sure you read the question thoroughly, if you are unsure read it
again and highlight the key words.

Useful Websites
bbc.co.uk/education
s-cool.co.uk/gcse/chemistry
youtube.com/
aqa.org.uk/
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Physics
AQA PHYSICS GCSE 8463

For more
information,
contact:
Mrs K.Field

Paper 1: Topics 1-4 – 50% - 1 hour 45-minute exam
• Covers topics 1-4: Energy; Electricity; Particle model of matter; and Atomic structure
• 100 marks
• Multiple choice, structures, closed short answer and open response questions.

Paper 2: Topics 5-8 – 50% - 1 hour 45-minute exam
• Covers topics 5-8: Forces; Waves; Magnetism and electromagnets; and Space physics
• 100 marks
• Multiple choice, structured, closed short answer and open response questions.

Course Description
GCSE Physics allows students to develop a deep understanding of key scientiﬁc principles through a
hands on, practical approach to science. This involves; investigating, observing, experimenting or testing
out ideas and thinking about them scientiﬁcally. This allows students to build a better understanding of
the world around them.
In Physics, students get the opportunity talk about, read and write about the fascinating world of
physics, and study a range of diﬀerent areas including, Forces, Energy, Waves, Electricity as well as
Atomic structure and Space physics. Students will be examined on these topics in two exams. Within
each exam paper there will be questions that not only assess pupil’s ability to recall information, it will
also require them to apply their knowledge to unfamiliar situations, analyse data and draw conclusions.
There are ten required practical activities that students will be required to complete throughout the
course. Paper 1 and Paper 2 will contain questions that assess pupil’s knowledge and understanding and
the skills developed in these practical activities.
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Revision Tips
• Don’t leave it all until the last minute, start now!
• Plan your revision time using a revision timetable, you will make much more
eﬀective use of your time.
• Find out what type of learner you are and use this to your advantage when
revising.
• Use colour to make things stand out, make posters for your wall, use ﬂip
cards to help revision on the move.
• YouTube revision videos like My GCSE Science are great for visual learners
and break up revision nicely.
• Attend Period 0 to support with your exam technique and get support with
revision and homework.
• Attend Period 7 to get structured revision and develop exam skills.
• Make sure your book is kept tidy to revise from
• Use your revision guide eﬀectively, don’t just read it, process the
information by making mind maps.

Tips for Success
• Learn the deﬁnitions of key descriptor words, especially key terms such
as describe and explain.
• Learn Key mark points using past paper questions and mark schemes.
• Use past papers to develop your exam technique and familiarise yourself
with the types of questions asked about particular topics.
• Make sure you read the question thoroughly, if you are unsure read it
again and highlight the key words.

Useful Websites
bbc.co.uk/education
s-cool.co.uk/gcse/physics
youtube.com/
aqa.org.uk/
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Computer Science
OCR COMPUTER SCIENCE (J277)

For more
information,
contact:
Mr Waud

Paper 1 – Computer Systems 90 minute exam, worth 50%
• Covers how computers work, computer components, networks, computer security and legal
aspects of Computer Science.
• Calculators are not allowed
• This paper consists of multiple choice questions, short response questions and extended response
questions.

Paper 2 – Computational Thinking, Algorithms and Programming 90 minute exam, worth 50%
• Covers common computer algorithms, programming fundamentals, how to produce robust
programs, Computer logic and programming environments.
• Two sections – both sections must be answered.
• Section A – multiple choice questions, short response questions and extended response questions
• Section B – questions assess ability to write and reﬁne algorithms. Questions can be answered
using OCR exam reference Language or a high level language (Python)

Course Description
Computers are used in every aspect of our daily lives and this course looks is a detailed look at
computers and how they work. The course looks at how we represent everyday information, such as
text and images, on a computer using a binary representation.
We will see how the actual CPU processes data and instructions and how that data is stored on local and
secondary storage devices and how we can use diﬀerent types of networks in diﬀerent situations.
The course also covers software, looking at how systems software functions and a detailed look at how
the central processing unit executes individual instructions.
Programming is a large part of this course, and you will learn how to create programmed solutions to
problems and then improve and reﬁne the programs.
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Revision Tips
• There are a large number of websites which can help explain the topics
covered in this subject
• Programming is a big part of this course. There are dozens of tutorials
online, set yourself a challenge to create an app for your phone or make a
game.
• Become familiar with the speciﬁcation for this course – it is at the top of
every page of the Horbury Computing web site. The exam questions will be
focused on these.
• Create a one page summary of each unit. From your one page summary,
create a unit description of no more than three sentences. From the
description, pick ﬁve words which will help you remember that unit.

Tips for Success
• Read the question! When you have ﬁnished answering, read back your
answer – have you answered the question?
• Pick one thing every day that you do regularly and think how you would
get a computer to do the same thing.
• Hand write your revision notes – use colour and draw pictures. The more
that you physically do, the more you will remember.
• Start your revision now – do a little bit every day and make it a habit.

Useful Websites
Horbury Computing website
sites.google.com/horburycomputing.co.uk/gcse-computing/home
BBC Bitesize Computer Science
bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/z34k7ty
GCSE Gury Computer Science
computerscience.gcse.guru/topics
Hartismere Computer Science pages.
hartismere.com/101/101-Things-to-Learn-for-GCSE-Computer-Science
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History
EDEXCEL HISTORY GCSE 1HI0 FR

For more
information,
contact:
Mr S Wright

Paper 1
Thematic study and historic environment, 30% of GCSE, 1 Hour 15-minute exam
• Medicine in Britain c.1250- present and the British sector of the Western Front, 1918- 1914: injuries,
treatments and trenches.
• 52 marks
• Source inference, source analysis, source investigation and open response questions.

Paper 2
Period study and British depth study, 40% of GCSE, 1 Hour 45-minute exam
• Early Elizabethan England 1558-88 - more information to follow from the exam board.
• 64 marks (32 for each section)
• Open response questions

Paper 3
Modern Depth Study, 30% of GCSE, 1 Hour 20-minute exam
• Weimar and Nazi Germany 1918- 39
• 52 marks
• Source inferences, source analysis, interpretation comparison, interpretation analysis, open response
question.

Course Description
In history, students develop their own skills including forming and expressing their opinion, backing that opinion
up with evidence and explaining it clearly while at the same being aware and considerate of other opinions.
In GCSE history, students study four modules: the thematic study of Medicine Through Time, the period study of
Superpower Relations and the Cold War, the Period study of Early Elizabethan England and the Modern Depth
study of Weimar and Nazi Germany. The thematic study gives the opportunity to study a topic over a long period
of time (around 800 years), which allows them to understand the bigger picture of changes and improvements.
Opposite to this is the period study and the depth studies which allow students to investigate a topic in detail,
which allows for a deep understanding. Both of these approaches, the bigger picture and a deep understanding are
fundamental to success in history.
There are three exams at the end of Year 11 which make up 100% of the ﬁnal grade. Within each exam paper there
will be questions that not only assess student’s ability to recall their deep knowledge about the events, they will
also require them to apply this to diﬀerent skills including reasoning, judgement as well as source and
interpretation analysis. Paper 1 questions focus on source analysis and investigation as well as extended answers
around the change over time of medicine. Meanwhile, paper 2 questions focus on much narrower time frames,
with all questions requiring an extended answer that focus on skills such as signiﬁcance, chronology, reasoning
and judgement. Lastly, Paper 3 continues on a narrower time frame but focuses on interpretations (diﬀerent
viewpoints) of the past.
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Revision Tips
• Don’t leave it all until the last minute, start now!
• Plan your revision time using a revision timetable, you will make much more eﬀective use of
your time.
• Find out what type of learner you are and use this to your advantage when revising. E.g.
Visual, kinaesthetic etc.
• Use the topic checklists to ﬁnd out where your knowledge is strongest and weakest. Revise
the parts you are weakest at!
• Use colour to make things stand out, make posters for your wall and use ﬂash cards to help
revision on the move.
• GCSE POD is great for revision videos and quick quizzes to boost your knowledge
• Attend Period 0 to support with your exam technique and get support with revision and
homework.
• Attend Period 7 to get structured revision and develop exam skills.
• Make sure your book is kept tidy to revise from- this is one of your best revision resources!
• Use your revision guide eﬀectively, don’t just read it, process the information by making
mind maps or other revision notes.

Tips for Success
• Learn the deﬁnitions of key descriptor words, especially key terms such as describe,
explain, account, judgement, inference and useful.
• Use the how to answer guides for each topic to learn how to get the maximum marks
possible. Familiarise yourself with the types of questions asked about particular topics.
• Use your topic overviews to help you understand the bigger picture but then your
detailed book notes/ ﬂash cards/ other revision strategies for the detail and depth of
knowledge.
• Use past papers to practice your exam technique, these will be marked by your teacher
when you ask them to. Also use the past papers and mark schemes to develop your
exam technique and familiarise yourself with the types of questions asked about
particular topics.
• Make sure you read the question thoroughly, if you are unsure read it again and highlight
the key words.
• If you need help with your revision, speak to your history teacher who will spend time
with you to make sure you know what, and how, to revise.

Useful Websites
gcsepod.com
senecalearning.com/en-GB/
bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z29rbk7
bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zymqwxs
https://qualiﬁcations.pearson.com/en/qualiﬁcations/edexcel-gcses/history-2016.html
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Geography
AQA GCSE GEOGRAPHY

For more
information,
contact:
Mr Fletcher

Paper 1: Living with the physical environment
Written exam: 1 hour 30 minutes
• 3.1.1 The challenge of natural hazards,
• 3.1.2 The living world,
• 3.1.3 Physical landscapes in the UK, 3.4 Geographical skills

Paper 2: Challenges in the human environment
Written exam: 1 hour 30 minutes
• 3.2.1 Urban issues and challenges,
• 3.2.2 The changing economic world,
• 3.2.3 The challenge of resource management,
• 3.4 Geographical skills

Paper 3: Geographical applications
Written exam: 1 hour 15 minutes
• 3.3.1 Issue evaluation,
• 3.3.2 Fieldwork,
• 3.4 Geographical skills
Pre-release resources booklet made available 12 weeks before Paper 3 exam.

Course Description
At Key Stage 4 students will follow the AQA GCSE Geography speciﬁcation, where they will study a mix
of both human and physical topics. This GCSE consists of 3 exams at the end of the course.
Paper 1 has three topics, including challenges of natural hazards, the living world, UK landscapes’
including glaciers and coasts, how they were shaped and how people interact and use them.
Paper 2 has the topics ‘Urban issues and challenges’, ‘The changing economic world’ and ‘The challenge
of resource management energy’.
A key theme in this course is resource management and sustainability, we study this through the
medium of energy use, it’s security, poverty in some areas of the world and how countries are switching
away from fossil fuels to renewables.
Paper 3 requires the students to develop and demonstrate a range of geographical skills including
graphical, numerical and statistical skills. Part of this paper will be based on a pre-release resource 12
weeks prior to the ﬁnal exam.
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Revision Tips
• Mind maps;
Pick a topic, say coasts and try to write down what you can remember about it, then check
with your revision guide and ﬁll in any blanks.
• Flash Cards;
Make cards with questions on one side and answers on the other. Colour code them for
diﬀerent topics.
• Condensing notes;
Look over your revision guide/exercise book and try to condense them down into bullet
points or notes.
• Asking Questions, who, what, why, when, how;
This is useful for case studies, particularly natural hazards. Make sure that for each case
study, you can locate it and recall a fact, for example, Typhoon Haiyan, the Philippines, Asia,
2013, killed 8000 people.
• Playing the teacher;
Teach someone else or being tested, don’t revise on your own, work together with friends,
siblings or parents. Talking about your learning, helps it stick in your memory.

Tips for Success
• Analyse the question. Don’t just read it! Underline the key command terms in the
question.
• Know your case studies and use them. Lots of questions have the phrase ”Using an
example you have studied...” in them. If you don’t name your case study and use speciﬁc
information you will get a maximum of HALF marks and probably less. These are BIG
mark questions— you need to answer them well!
• Quote info from any tables, maps, diagrams or graphs the question gives you. Some
questions say “Using ﬁgure ? Explain/describe...”
• If you don’t give info from the sources given you will not get full marks.
• Always label in detail any sketches or diagrams you do. Sometimes the word “annotate”
is used meaning “label in detail.” This is the opposite of a labelled sketch. Without labels
you will not get NO MARKS!
• SPECIFIC DETAILS from the map e.g. place names, heights, hill/river/settlement as
appropriate to the question.

Useful Websites
BBC Bitesize
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/zy3ptyc
Internet Geography
https://www.internetgeography.net/
Cool Geography
http://www.coolgeography.co.uk/
Seneca
https://senecalearning.com/en-GB/
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French

For more
information,
contact:

AQA FRENCH 8658

Mrs Roberts

Students are entered at either foundation or higher tier. You cannot mix the tiers.

Listening paper - Questions in both English and French.
Reading paper - Questions in both English and French with a translation into English.
Writing paper Foundation

Photo card
40 word question
Translations
90 word question

Higher

90 word question
150 word question
Translation

Speaking test - The assessment section has three parts for both tiers:
Title

Marks

Time Foundation

Time Higher

1

The Role Play

15

2 minutes

2 minutes

2

The Photo Card

15

2 minutes

3 minutes

3

The General Conversation

30

3-5 minutes

5-7 minutes

Course Description
The GCSE French course aims to develop your linguistic skills in understanding and producing the
language. These skills are developed through three broad themes which have been split into sub topics.
There is also an opportunity to broaden your cultural awareness of France and French speaking
countries.
Theme 1 - Identity and culture
• Me, my family and friends
• Technology in everyday life
• Free time activities
• Customs and festivals
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Theme 2 - Local, national,
international and global areas
of interest
• Home, town, neighbourhood
and region
• Social issues
• Global issues
• Travel and tourism

Theme 3 - Current and future
study and employment
• My studies
• Life at school
• Education post-16
• Jobs, career choices and
ambitions
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Revision Tips
The key message here is to do a little and often, at least 20 minutes every
other day.
• If you have a Netflix account, search ‘French’ and watch a ﬁlm, cartoon or TV
series in French. Access a radio station.
• Read online newspaper and magazine articles.
• Use the websites and apps regularly to practise and test your French.
• Make ﬂashcards of key words, key verb conjugations and your speaking
questions and answers.
• Writing and Speaking – search for photos on the internet linked with the
themes we have studied and practise describing them.
• Speaking – spend time each day practising, get someone to test you or work
with friends in your class.
• Speaking – record your conversation questions and listen to yourself.

Tips for Success
In the 6 weeks leading up to the ﬁnal GCSE exams:
• Revise key topic based words from the revision guide. 10 mins per day
minimum.
• Revise key verbs in all 3 time frames. 5 mins per day.
• Revise some key sentence openers and complex verbs. 15 mins twice a
week.
• Listening practice from revision guide or student shared area. Once a
week.
• Reading practice from revision guide or student shared area. Once a week.
• Writing practice from revision guide or past questions in your Y10/11
exercise book. Once a week.

Useful Websites
bbcbitesize.com

language-gym.com

Verb Blitz

quizlet.com

Duolingo

languagesonline.org.uk

memrise.com

Tinycards

bbc.co.uk/languages/French

FlashAcademy

wordreference.com

Babbel
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Spanish

For more
information,
contact:

AQA SPANISH 8698

Mrs Roberts

Students are entered at either foundation or higher tier. You cannot mix the tiers.

Listening paper - Questions in both English and Spanish.
Reading paper - Questions in both English and Spanish with a translation into English.
Writing paper Foundation

Photo card
40 word question
Translations
90 word question

Higher

90 word question
150 word question
Translation

Speaking test - The assessment section has three parts for both tiers:
Title

Marks

Time Foundation

Time Higher

1

The Role Play

15

2 minutes

2 minutes

2

The Photo Card

15

2 minutes

3 minutes

3

The General Conversation

30

3-5 minutes

5-7 minutes

Course Description
The GCSE Spanish course aims to develop your linguistic skills in understanding and producing the
language. These skills are developed through three broad themes which have been split into sub topics.
There is also an opportunity to broaden your cultural awareness of Spain and Spanish speaking
countries.
Theme 1 - Identity and culture
• Me, my family and friends
• Technology in everyday life
• Free time activities
• Customs and festivals
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Theme 2 - Local, national,
international and global areas
of interest
• Home, town, neighbourhood
and region
• Social issues
• Global issues
• Travel and tourism

Theme 3 - Current and future
study and employment
• My studies
• Life at school
• Education post-16
• Jobs, career choices and
ambitions
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Revision Tips
The key message here is to do a little and often, at least 20 minutes every
other day.
• If you have a Netflix account, search ‘Spanish’ and watch a ﬁlm, cartoon or
TV series in Spanish. Access a radio station.
• Read online newspaper and magazine articles.
• Use the websites and apps regularly to practise and test your Spanish.
• Make ﬂashcards of key words, key verb conjugations and your speaking
questions and answers.
• Writing and Speaking – search for photos on the internet linked with the
themes we have studied and practise describing them.
• Speaking – spend time each day practising, get someone to test you or work
with friends in your class.
• Speaking – record your conversation questions and listen to yourself.

Tips for Success
In the 6 weeks leading up to the ﬁnal GCSE exams:
• Revise key topic based words from the revision guide. 10 mins per day
minimum.
• Revise key verbs in all 3 time frames. 5 mins per day.
• Revise some key sentence openers and complex verbs. 15 mins twice a
week.
• Listening practice from revision guide or student shared area. Once a
week.
• Reading practice from revision guide or student shared area. Once a week.
• Writing practice from revision guide or past questions in your Y10/11
exercise book. Once a week.

Useful Websites
bbcbitesize.com

language-gym.com

Verb Blitz

quizlet.com

Duolingo

languagesonline.org.uk

memrise.com

Tinycards

bbc.co.uk/languages/Spanish

FlashAcademy

wordreference.com

Babbel
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Business

For more
information,
contact:

GCSE BUSINESS

Ms L. Vaughan

Component 1: Theory Exam – 62.5%
2 hours written examination
A mix of short answer and structured questions based on stimulus material covering all of the
speciﬁcation content.

Component 2: Theory Exam – 37.5%
1 hour 30 minutes written examination
Data response questions covering all of the speciﬁcation content.

Course Description
The content of this popular course is presented in six clear and distinct topic areas:

Business activity

Finance

Including business planning, types of ownership,
growth, aims and objectives.

Including proﬁt and loss, sources of ﬁnance,
cash ﬂow and measuring performance.

Inﬂuences on business

Marketing

Including technological, ethical, environmental
and economical inﬂuences on business,
Globalisation and legislation.

Including segmentation, market research and
the marketing mix.

Business operations

Including recruitment, employee motivation,
organisational structures.

Including production methods and the supply
chain process.

Human resources

By studying GCSE Business, students will learn to apply their knowledge and understanding of these key
business areas to diﬀerent business contexts, including businesses ranging from small enterprises to
large multinationals and businesses operating in local, national and global contexts.
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Revision Tips
• Use the revision booklet and resources given to you to help structure your
revision. Find the method that works for you, whether that’s watching the
videos provided, outlining key points on a revision clock, mind maps or ﬂash
cards.
• The department’s website created for this course has all of the key
documents you need to revise. This includes links to videos, knowledge
organisers and notes on every topic.
• Practice papers are the best revision for the theory paper. You can ﬁnd
copies of these in classrooms, or electronic copies on the website.

Tips for Success
• Complete a question every day on your revision calendar throughout the
year to remember key points (extra copies of this can be found in your
classroom or on the website).
• If the question begins with “Evaluate” then you must give both the
beneﬁts and the drawbacks and then make a conclusion / evaluation of
your own opinion at the end.
• Look at how many marks the question is worth. This will give you an idea
as to the structure of the answer and the detail you need to give.
• Use connectives to develop your answers to the extended writing
questions. This will ensure that you explain your answer fully.
• Watch the news, particularly the business segments on BBC / Sky News.
This can be a great way of applying what you have studied in lesson to the
real world.

Useful Websites
Horbury Academy course website
https://sites.google.com/view/horburybusiness/home
tutor2u.net/
bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/zv8gvk7
youtube.com/channel/UCIlJ4pk3uzyWoeoBkGs0hxQ/videos
youtube.com/c/TwoTeachers/videos
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Sport Science
OCR CAMBRIDGE NATIONAL CERTIFICATE IN SPORT SCIENCE

For more
information,
contact:
Miss N.Atkinson

•The mandatory Reducing the Risk of Sports Injuries unit is assessed by a written exam of 1 hour.
This contributes 25% of the overall course marks.
• The remaining 3 units are assessed by 3 units of coursework, contributing 75% of the overall
course marks.

Course Description
This is a vocationally-related qualiﬁcation and is equivalent to GCSE. It takes an engaging and inspiring
approach to learning and assessment through applying theoretical knowledge to practical situations.
The Cambridge National in Sport Science provides students with a valuable learning experience of
Physical Education, Sport and Exercise developing understanding for those who have a keen interest in
sport and ﬁtness.
The course oﬀers the opportunity to study key areas of Sport Science including:

Reducing the Risk of Sports Injuries

This unit looks at preparing participants for exercise, reducing the risks of injury and recognising
common medical symptoms.

Applying Principles of Training

This unit covers the principles of training and methods of training applying these to complete training
programmes along with practical skills in ﬁtness testing.

The Body’s Response to Physical Activity

This unit develops knowledge on the structure and function of the musculo-skeletal and
cardio-respiratory systems investigating changes which occur through physical activity.

Sports Psychology

This unit studies the key elements of sport psychology and how strategies and techniques are utilised in
achieving excellence in sports performance.
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Revision Tips
• Collect a speciﬁcation check list so you know every topic to study.
• Make a revision plan so you know what topics to cover each week/day.
• Make ﬂash cards, post it notes, diagrams, drawings or anything else that
helps make you remember the content.
• Presentation is key- make your resources neat and keep them organised so
you can refer back to them at a later date.
• Ensure you use key terminology in your revision. Highlight key words so you
remember them.
• Mix up learning content and topics with testing yourself using past exam
questions. Make a record of the topics that you struggle to remember so you
can prioritise these in your revision sessions.
• Make revision part of your daily routine.
• After studying a topic, talk to people at about it. This helps reinforce the
content you have learned.
• If you are not sure about something, speak to your teacher.

Tips for Success
• Keep up to date with your coursework
• Do not rush it, always provide as much detail as you possibly can
• Hand coursework in on time so you have the opportunity to add more
detail at a later date
• Remember- Coursework is 75% of your overall mark so make sure you
are spending enough time on it to achieve the best possible grade

Useful Websites
ocr.org.uk/qualiﬁcations/cambridge-nationals/sport-science-level-1-2-j80
2-j812/assessment/
brianmac.co.uk/
topendsports.com/
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Hospitality and
Catering
EDUQAS L1-2 HOSPITALITY AND CATERING

For more
information,
contact:
Mrs E Penny

Non Examined Assessment (internally assessed coursework) - 60%
• 4 hour practical cooking exam.
• 5 hour theory write up – Nutritional information and customer needs, in depth menu planning and
research relating to the cooking exam.

Theory Exam 40%
• Covers information about the Hospitality and Catering industry.
• 90 marks
• Multiple choice, structured, closed short answer and open response questions.

Course Description
This course is made up of practical and theory based lessons. It will equip students with the knowledge,
understanding and skills required to plan, prepare, cook and present a range of healthy nutritionally
balanced meals.
Students will learn about issues related to nutrition, planning and food safety and how they aﬀect
hospitality and catering operations.
This course oﬀers an opportunity for students to develop their knowledge and extend their skills within
hospitality and catering in a vocational context. It is a suitable qualiﬁcation for those who want an
introduction to the hospitality industry and to build an extensive portfolio of cooking skills.
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Revision Tips
• Start early, don’t leave it to the last minute!
• Ensure your class notes are in good order, without any gaps. See your
teacher to access information to ﬁll gaps if necessary.
• Plan your revision using the check list from your teacher and your revision
timetable to ensure that you ﬁt everything in.
• Make mind maps or knowledge organisers for each topic.

Tips for Success
Exam
• Learn the deﬁnitions of key descriptor words, especially key terms such as
describe and explain.
• Read each question very carefully and be sure you know what information
you are being asked for.
• Going over practice papers and exam questions that you have marked and
improved is a good way to revise.
• Attend every single lesson that is oﬀered to you.
• Remember that you have to learn the information, your teacher can only
help you to apply it to the exam questions.
NEA
• Make sure that you practice cooking your dishes and accompaniments
until you’re conﬁdent with all parts of the recipes.
• Ensure your folder work is detailed and to the very best of your ability, as
you are allowed to use your class and homework notes in your written
NEA.

Useful Websites
Edquas.co.uk – L1-2 Hospitality and Catering
foodafactoﬂife.org.uk
nutritionvalue.org/nutritioncalculator.php
bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zbtvxyc - a diﬀerent exam board but much content the same
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Engineering Design
CAMBRIDGE NATIONAL L1-2 ENGINEERING DESIGN

For more
information,
contact:
Mrs D Russell

25% - 1 hour theory exam - design briefs, design speciﬁcations and user requirements
25% - Product analysis and research assignment, internally assessed
25% - Developing and presenting engineering designs assignment, internally assessed
25% - 3D design realisation assignment, internally assessed

Course Description
Engineering Design helps students understand the processes of engineering design and how market
requirements inform client briefs. Through practical activities students develop skills in computer
modelling and model making and learn how to communicate design ideas eﬀectively. It is taught
through 4 units:

R105: Design briefs, design speciﬁcations and user requirements

Students explore the requirements of design briefs and speciﬁcations for the development of new
products and how consumer requirements and market opportunities inform these briefs. They develop
their understanding of the design cycle, the requirements for a design brief and design speciﬁcation, and
the importance of research data in developing a design solution.

R106: Product analysis and research

Students ﬁnd out how to perform eﬀective product analysis through both research and practical
experience of product assembly and disassembly procedures. This helps them develop skills in critical
analysis and an understanding and appreciation of manufacturing processes, design features, materials
used and the principles behind good design.

R107: Developing and presenting engineering designs

Students develop their knowledge and skills in communicating 2D and 3D design ideas, including
eﬀective annotation and labelling. They use detailed hand rendering as well as computer-based
presentation techniques and computer-aided design (CAD) software.

R108: 3D design realisation

Students produce a model prototype and test design ideas in a practical context. They evaluate the
prototype against the product speciﬁcation and consider potential improvements to features, function,
materials, aesthetics and ergonomics in the ﬁnal product.
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Revision Tips
• Start early, don’t leave it to the last minute!
• Ensure your class notes are in good order, without any gaps. See your
teacher to access information to ﬁll gaps if necessary.
• Plan your revision using the check list from your teacher and your revision
timetable to ensure that you ﬁt everything in.
• Make mind maps or knowledge organisers for each topic.

Tips for Success
Exam
• Learn the deﬁnitions of key descriptor words, especially key terms such as
describe and explain.
• Read each question very carefully and be sure you know what information
you are being asked for.
• Going over practice papers and exam questions that you have marked and
improved is a good way to revise.
• Attend every single lesson that is oﬀered to you.
• Remember that you have to learn the information, your teacher can only
help you to apply it to the exam questions.

Centre Assessed Work
• Ensure your work is detailed and to the very best of your ability, your
assessed pieces of class work count towards ﬁnal grades.
• Stick to deadlines given to you and complete all tasks on time.

Useful Websites

ocr.org.uk – Engineering Design
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Creative iMedia
OCR CAMBRIDGE NATIONALS CREATIVE IMEDIA (J817)

For more
information,
contact:
Ms L. Vaughan

R081: Theory Exam – 25%
1 hour 15 minutes written examination
This unit will enable students to understand pre-production skills used in the creative and digital
media sector. It will develop their understanding of the client brief, time frames, deadlines and
preparation techniques that form part of the planning and creation process.

R082: Creating Digital Graphics – Controlled Assessment – 25%
The aim of this unit is for students to understand the basics of digital graphics editing for the creative
and digital media sector. They will learn where and why digital graphics are used and what techniques
are involved in their creation.

R087: Creating interactive multimedia products – Controlled Assessment – 25%
Interactive multimedia products are used widely in everyday life and the creative and digital media
sector. They are used in computer games, mobile phone applications, presentations and many other
areas.
This unit will enable students to understand the basics of interactive multimedia products for the
creative and digital media sector. They will learn where and why interactive multimedia is used and
what features are needed for a given purpose.

R085 - Creating a multipage website – Controlled Assessment – 25%
This unit will enable students to understand the basics of creating multipage websites. It will enable
them to demonstrate their creativity by combining components to create a functional, intuitive and
aesthetically pleasing website.

Course Description
The Cambridge Nationals in Creative iMedia will equip students with a range of creative interactive
media skills and provide opportunities to develop transferable skills such as research, planning, and
review, working with others and communicating creative concepts eﬀectively. Through the use of these
skills, learners will ultimately be creating ﬁt-for-purpose creative media products such as graphics,
animations, videos, sound, website development and so on.
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Revision Tips
• Use the revision booklet and resources given to you to help structure your
revision. Find the method that works for you, whether that’s watching the
videos provided, outlining key points on a revision clock, mind maps or ﬂash
cards.
• The department’s website created for this course has all of the key
documents you need to revise. This includes links to videos, knowledge
organisers and notes on every topic.
• Although you have two chances at the exam, make the ﬁrst one count! This
will take the pressure oﬀ the re-sit and enable you to spend more time on
your other exams.
• Attend Period 7 and other after school sessions to revise and also make
improvements to your controlled assessment
• Remember, controlled assessment cannot be done out of lesson, so you
must work hard every lesson, as you will not be able to catch up at home.

Tips for Success
• For the exam, focus most revision on the ﬁrst 5 topics of R081 which are
the practical documents (mind maps, mood boards, visualisation
diagrams, storyboards and scripts).
• Practice papers are the best revision for the theory paper. You can ﬁnd
copies of these in ICT2, or electronic copies on the website.
• For Controlled assessment, keep your folders and ﬁles organised. You get
extra marks for this at the end of the project!

Useful Websites
sites.google.com/view/horbury-imedia - Horbury Academy course website
ocr.org.uk/qualiﬁcations/cambridge-nationals/creative-imedia-level-1-2-award-c
ertiﬁcate-j807-j817/qualiﬁcation-at-a-glance/

41

Business Enterprise
and Marketing
OCR CAMBRIDGE NATIONALS ENTERPRISE AND MARKETING (J819)

For more
information,
contact:
Ms L. Vaughan

R064: Theory Exam – 50%
1 hour 30 minutes written examination
The ﬁrst unit underpins the wider learning in this qualiﬁcation. Students will develop essential
knowledge and understanding of enterprise and marketing concepts, which can be applied to the
other units within the qualiﬁcation. Students will explore key Business topics such as types of
ownership, ﬁnance, marketing and planning.

R065: Design a business proposal – Controlled Assessment – 25%
In the ﬁrst project, students will be presented with a business challenge from which they will create
a researched and costed business proposal (to design a new hat). They will carry out market research,
present data, use idea generation tools, seek and act on feedback, and cost the proposal.

R066 Market and pitch a business proposal– Controlled Assessment - 25%
In the second project, students will prepare for and pitch the business proposal that was developed
in R065. They will develop a brand identity and investigate how best to promote the product and
then plan, practise and ﬁnally deliver a pitch. Afterwards they will review both the performance and
the business proposal.

Course Description
The Cambridge Nationals in Enterprise and Marketing will enable students to develop applied
knowledge and practical skills in key business areas. Students will study theory elements key to any
business qualiﬁcation, and apply these in a practical way to the two controlled assessment projects.
Students will develop their own business idea and have to cost, promote and pitch this to an audience.
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Revision Tips
• Use the revision booklet and resources given to you to help structure your
revision. Find the method that works for you, whether that’s watching the
videos provided, outlining key points on a revision clock, mind maps or ﬂash
cards.
• The department’s website created for this course has all of the key
documents you need to revise. This includes links to videos, knowledge
organisers and notes on every topic.
• Although you have two chances at the exam, make the ﬁrst one count! This
will take the pressure oﬀ the re-sit and enable you to spend more time on
your other exams.
• Attend Period 7 and other after school sessions to revise and also make
improvements to your controlled assessment
• Remember, controlled assessment cannot be done out of lesson, so you
must work hard every lesson, as you will not be able to catch up at home.

Tips for Success
• Practice papers are the best revision for the theory paper. You can ﬁnd
copies of these in ICT2, or electronic copies on the website.
• For Controlled assessment, keep up to date! If you are absent from
school then use the after school sessions to get caught up and have one
to one help if needed.
• Watch the news, particularly the business segments on BBC / Sky News.
This can be a great way of applying what you have studied in lesson to the
real world.

Useful Websites
Horbury Academy course website - sites.google.com/view/horbury-e-and-m
ocr.org.uk/qualiﬁcations/cambridge-nationals/enterprise-and-marketing-level1-and-2-certiﬁcate-j819/speciﬁcation-at-a-glance/
tutor2u.net/
bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/zv8gvk7
youtube.com/channel/UCIlJ4pk3uzyWoeoBkGs0hxQ/videos
youtube.com/c/TwoTeachers/videos
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Philosophy and
Ethics
AQA RELIGIOUS STUDIES A8062

For more
information,
contact:
Mrs R France

Paper 1 Religions (Christianity and Islam)
50% 1hour 45-minute exam
• Covers aspects of religious beliefs, teachings and practices
• 102 marks, 4 sections consisting of 1,2,4,5&12 mark questions

Paper 2 Themes (Religion, Peace and Conﬂict/Relationships and Families/Religion
Crime and Punishment/Religion, Human Rights and Social Justice)
50% 1hour 45-minute exam.
• Covers religious attitudes to these themes
• 102 marks, 4 sections consisting of 1,2,4,5&12 mark questions

Course Description
GCSE RE looks at Religion and religious attitudes to aspects of life. Students will need to know and be
able to explain a variety of diﬀerent beliefs and practices (the impact that these beliefs have on daily life)
as well as explain their own opinion on certain questions for example, the afterlife,
homosexuality/gender equality/ war and social justice. These topics are things that are a huge part of
daily life for both religious and non-religious people. This course allows students to question and
evaluate religious beliefs practices as well as formulate their own opinions of the issues of the day.
The exam consists of two 1 hour 45 minute exams. Each exam consists of four topics, within each topic
there are ﬁve questions. Two of the ﬁve questions require the students to apply religious quotes and
teachings to support their arguments. They also have to be able to argue both sides of an arguments and
reach a justiﬁed conclusion.
Throughout the course, students will be assessed on their subject knowledge and their ability to recall
and apply religious teachings and quotes to a question. They will be given regular opportunities to
practice answering exam style questions in exam conditions and will take part in two mock style formal
assessments prior to the public exams. There will also be an opportunity for students to take part in
tailor made intervention to ensure that any gaps in knowledge are ﬁlled and that students feel conﬁdent
with all aspects of the subject. There are no controlled assessment/course work, therefore it is vital that
students take ownership of creating revision materials from the very beginning of the course. There will
be guidance on the best ways to do this.
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Revision Tips
• Don’t leave it all until the last minute, start now!
• Plan your revision time using a revision timetable, you will make much more
eﬀective use of your time.
• Find out what type of learner you are and use this to your advantage when
revising.
• Use colour to make things stand out, make posters for your wall, use ﬂip
cards to help revision on the move.
• Attend Period 0 to support with your exam technique and get support with
revision and homework.
• Attend Period 7 to get structured revision and develop exam skills.
• Make sure your book is kept tidy to revise from
• Use your revision guide eﬀectively, don’t just read it, process the
information by making mind maps.

Tips for Success
• Learn the deﬁnitions of key descriptor words, especially key terms such
as describe and explain.
• Learn Key mark points using past paper questions and mark schemes.
• Use past papers to develop your exam technique and familiarise yourself
with the types of questions asked about particular topics.
• Make sure you read the question thoroughly, if you are unsure read it
again and highlight the key words.
• Use the FARM structure for 12 mark questions (For, Against, Religious
view, My view)

Useful Websites
bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/zjgx47h
bbc.co.uk/education
senecalearning.com/en-GB/
youtube.com/
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Music
OCR GCSE MUSIC J536

For more
information,
contact:
Mr D Ray

Performance (30%)
• 1 x solo performance
• 1 x ensemble performance

Composition (30%)
• 1 x free composition
• 1 x composition to a brief

Listening Exam (40%)
Listening exam paper with audio tracks covering areas of study:
• AOS 2- The concerto through time
• AOS 3- Rhythms of the world
• AOS 4- Film music
• AOS 5- Conventions of pop

Course Description
GCSE Music provides an accessible and creative musical education, integrating the three main
components: performing, composing and appraising. Students broaden their musical horizons within
ﬁve areas of study as they explore musical context, language, performance and composition.
Students will have the opportunity to learn about the development of music over time, from the
Baroque period to present day pop, as well as music from other cultures and ﬁlm. They will learn to be
able to identify features of the genres aurally and apply them to an audio extract in the listening exam.
Students will also learn to compose pieces of their own, applying knowledge and techniques learnt in
other areas of study to their own work.
Students will perform music on their chosen instrument which will develop through regular practise and
performance assessment checkpoints.
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Revision Tips
• When rehearsing your instrument, don’t play pieces or sections you can already play – this
might feel like you are practising but in actual fact, you’re just doing what you could already
do.
• Practise for shorter (around 20-30 minutes) but regular amounts of time – 2 x 20 minutes
on a day will often be better than 1 x 40 minute session.
• Place key words that you don’t know around your house in places that you will see
regularly, such as light switches or a mirror.
• Listen to as much varied music as you can and try to pick out its features – this doesn’t
always need to be music from the course, but it will develop your ear.
• Use DR SMITH regularly to analyse pieces you are listening to- even if it’s just in the car
listening to the radio on your way to the supermarket.
• Make sure your notes in your folders are clear and tidy – this will help to understand them
when you come to revise.
• Use colour and highlighters in your notes to make things easier to revise from.
• Don’t spend too much time revising key words or facts in isolation without music playing –
this is ﬁne for other subjects, but you need to know what all of these things sound like so
that you can pick them out in the listening exam by ear.

Tips for Success
• Ask for help – if there are any elements of the course you feel you are not
understanding, just ask!
• Act on all feedback from your teacher – particularly in composition work.
• Practise your instrument regularly.
• Take part in after school ensembles to develop your sound and ensemble awareness.
• Highlight/underline key words in a question to make sure you answer it
• Look at number of marks available in a question and always try to add one more than it
is asking for
• Don’t repeat answers given in part of a question that appears earlier in the same
question. For example, if you have identiﬁed that the piece uses ‘polyphonic texture’
from a texture question, don’t use ‘polyphonic texture’ again for another answer in that
same question.

Useful Websites
OCR GCSE Music (9-1 spec) Virtual textbook videos
youtube.com/
Speciﬁcation with all key words needed included
ocr.org.uk/qualiﬁcations/gcse/music-j536-from-2016/
Look for OCR GCSE Music pages
bbc.co.uk/bitesize
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Media Studies
WJEC EDUQAS MEDIA STUDIES

For more
information,
contact:
Mr D Kiernan

Component 1: Exploring the Media Written examination:
1 hour 30 minutes written exam
Section A: Exploring Media Language and Representation
This section assesses media language and representation in relation to two of the following print
media forms: magazines, marketing (ﬁlm posters), newspapers, or print advertisements.
Section B: Exploring Media Industries and Audiences
This section assesses two of the following media forms: ﬁlm, newspapers, radio, video games. It includes:
• one stepped question on media industries.
• one stepped question on audiences.

Component 2: Understanding Media Forms and Products Written examination:
1 hour 30 minutes written exam
• 30% of qualiﬁcation.
Section A: Television
• one question on either media language or representation, which will be based on an extract from one of
the set television programme episodes to be viewed in the examination (reference to relevant contexts
may be required).
• one question on media industries, audiences or media contexts.
Section B: Music (music videos and online media)
• one question on either media language or representation (reference to relevant contexts may be
required).
• one question on media industries, audiences or media contexts.

Component 3: Creating Media Products Non-exam assessment:
• 30% of qualiﬁcation
• An individual media production for an intended audience in response to a set brief explained by your teacher.

Course Description
The WJEC Eduqas GCSE in Media Studies oﬀers a broad, coherent and engaging course of study which
enables learners to:
• demonstrate skills of enquiry, critical thinking, decision-making and analysis.
• acquire knowledge and understanding of a range of important media issues.
• develop appreciation and critical understanding of the media and their role both historically and
currently in society, culture and politics.
• understand and apply specialist subject-speciﬁc terminology to analyse and compare media products
and the contexts in which they are produced and consumed in order to make informed arguments,
reach substantiated judgements and draw conclusions about media issues.
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• appreciate how theoretical understanding supports practice and practice supports theoretical
understanding.
• develop practical skills by providing opportunities for creative media production.
We will support all learners by providing students with a thriving classroom atmosphere and support
them with the latest technology in media when completing their NEA or exam preparation.

Revision Tips
• Read on a regular basis. Think about the range of media you are consuming.
Use the LRC to read a range of newspapers and magazines.
• Keep up to date with the changing media landscape.
• Make lists of exam speciﬁc vocabulary that will support the sections that
you study.
• Mind-map key bullet points of revision for each section of the exam.
• Think, plan and prepare appropriately and in accordance with the guidelines
for what exactly you are going to complete in your NEA.

Tips for Success
• Where possible, try to ensure that you are regularly speaking with your
teacher about your NEA.
• Ensure that you are regularly acting on all sections of the NEA. Do not
leave it sections incomplete thinking you have time to cover it. Time for
NEA is deliberately organised as is teaching time for the exams.
• Make sure you attend any P7 catch up sessions especially where there
are opportunities to support your NEA.
• Take advantage of past papers and practice the written sections with
regularity. Ask your teacher for previous exam resources.

Useful Websites
eduqas.co.uk/qualiﬁcations/media-studies-gcse
resources.eduqas.co.uk/pages/ResourceByArgs?subId=20
bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/ztnygk7
senecalearning.com/en-GB/blog/gcse-media-studies-revision/
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Drama
AQA DRAMA GCSE

For more
information,
contact:
Mr Ray

Component 1: Understanding drama 40%
Component 2: Devising drama (practical) 40%
Component 3: Texts in practice (practical) 20%

Course Description
The intent of Drama is to allow pupils to explore, develop and express concepts which will help them
make sense of reality. Students will learn to be eﬀective team members, develop conﬁdence and
understand how to collaborate with others. It intends to teach students a range of skills such as artistic
development, drama and theatre skills, analytical skills, social development and interpersonal skills.

Component 1: Understanding drama
What's assessed?

Knowledge and understanding of drama and theatre.
Study of one set play from a choice of six.
Analysis and evaluation of the work of live theatre makers.
Written exam: 1 hour and 45 minutes
Open book
80 marks
40% of GCSE

Component 2: Devising drama (practical)
What's assessed?

Process of creating devised drama
Performance of devised drama (students may contribute as performer or designer)
Analysis and evaluation of own work
Devising log (60 marks)
Devised performance (20 marks)
80 marks in total
40% of GCSE

Component 3: Texts in practice (practical)
What's assessed?

Performance of two extracts from one play
Performance of Extract 1 (20 marks) and Extract 2 (20 marks)
40 marks in total
20% of GCSE
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Revision Tips
• Gain a deep and detailed understanding of the selected play text studied.
• See as much live theatre as possible.
• Understand and learn all key terminology to apply to the theory elements of
the course.

Tips for Success
• Be prepared for every lesson (folder, HW, resources ECT.)
• Learn lines as soon as possible for practical elements of the course.
• Be willing to attend additional rehearsals and Period 7s after school.
• Commit yourself fully to every lesson every week.
• Class work and folder to remain well organised.

Useful Websites
aqa.org.uk/subjects/drama/gcse/drama-8261/speciﬁcation-at-a-glance
bbc.co.uk/bitesize/examspecs/zrnjwty
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