
        
 
 
 
23 February 2021  

 

 

Dear Parent/Carer 

I hope my letter finds parents, carers and pupils safe and well following our half term break. I wanted to take an 
opportunity to contact you all following the Prime Minister’s announcement yesterday regarding the easing of our 
current lock down restrictions. I am delighted to be able to share with you that from the week commencing 8th March 
2021 we are able to welcome all pupils back to the Academy as part of a safe phased programme of return. The details 
of this phased return are currently being finalised. As soon as these are in place I will communicate these to both 
parents/carers and pupils.  

Outlined in this letter are some key points regarding the safe return of our pupils for your reference:  

The testing of pupils on site 

In line with the government’s guidance, it is our intention to offer all pupils three on site lateral flow coronavirus tests 
prior to the Easter break. Future testing will then take place in the pupils’ home, with home test kits provided. Our on-
site testing programme is voluntary, but strongly encouraged by the government as an additional protective measure 
for pupils and their families. In the coming days I will contact you again to provide further information in relation to our 
testing programme, alongside requests for pupil consents.  

Volunteers to support with our testing programme 

In order to support our on-site testing programme, we are once again looking for any volunteers within the community 
who feel that they have the necessary skills to support us with this. If you would like to offer your support please contact 
enquiries@accordmat.org. Thank you to those people who have already volunteered to support the Academy with 
testing earlier this year. We will be making contact with you in the coming days to explore your support further.  

Attendance from the 8 March 2021 

From 8 March 2021, attendance at the Academy is mandatory and it is our expectation that all pupils return to onsite 
education, in line with our plans for a phased return where pupils are fit and well. We do understand however, that 
families and young people may have faced a range of difficulties during this period of school closure. As such, we would 
like to offer all families the support they need to ensure a full and safe return to education. If you require any support 
with any barriers to returning to the Academy, please contact your Pastoral Year Leaders in the first instance where 
they will be happy to support you.  

A list of their contact details is shown below: 

Year 7 Ms McCoy 
Yr7enquiries@horbury.accordmat.org 

Year 8 Mrs Easter 
Yr8enquiries@horbury.accordmat.org 

Year 9 Mr Mirzai 
Yr9enquiries@horbury.accordmat.org 
 

Year 10 Mrs Gough 
Yr10enquiries@horbury.accordmat.org 
 

Year 11 Ms Mitchell 
Yr11enquiries@horbury.accordmat.org 
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Standards on return 

As we welcome pupils back into the Academy, we want to ensure all pupils are supported to meet our high expectations. 
As such, we expect all pupils to attend the Academy with the following standards in mind: 

• Pupils must attend on time and on their designated return date. 

• Pupils must be dressed in the appropriate uniform, including appropriate school footwear. 

• Pupils must wear their uniform correctly. 

• Pupils can continue to wear their PE uniform on the days when they are timetabled to have PE lessons. 

• Pupils must remove any piercings, jewellery, artificial nails, artificial tan and unnatural hair colourings in 
advance of their return. 

• Pupils must be properly equipped with their planner, exercise books and any necessary equipment for learning. 

• Pupils must bring a suitable face covering and wear their colour coded lanyard on arrival. 

Uniform suppliers  

All of our uniform suppliers are continuing to offer online orders using either delivery services or click and collect. For 
further information on how you can access our uniform supplies please visit our website 
https://horbury.accordmat.org/uniform/  

Remote learning  

Remote learning via Microsoft teams will continue to be in place until the full return of all pupils. It is our expectation 
that all pupils continue to engage with the remote learning provided by their teachers. We will continue to track 
attendance and engagement with remote learning, celebrating those pupils who continue to push themselves to do 
their best.  

On site provision for pupils accessing Emergency Care 

Our on-site Emergency Care provision will continue to run this half term without interruption. All pupils accessing this 
provision can continue to do so until their full return to lessons onsite.  

Support for the return to school site 

In readiness for our pupils returning to the Academy site, the Academy will offer a number of different events in the 
coming weeks. These will include: 

• Pupil assemblies that will support the safe return of pupils. 

• Information videos and support materials outlining the testing programme being offered on site and 
subsequently from home.  

• Live events for parents that will answer any questions or concerns in relation to the return to education. 

Further details of these events will follow in due course.  

Specific additional support for pupils 

If you feel that your child would benefit from additional personalised support to return to education on site, then please 
feel free to contact the Academy. This may include pupils with SEND; pupils who have experienced mental health issues 
during the period of school closure and/or for any other personal issues that may have arisen during this challenging 
time. We want to ensure all our pupils feel comfortable and well supported prior to their return. 

Finally, thank you for your continued support during this period of school closure. We are very much looking forward 
to welcoming all our pupils back to the Academy in the near future, to resume our face-to-face teaching. Further 
communications will take place in the coming days, but until that point I hope all parents/carers and pupils remain safe 
and well. 

Yours sincerely 

 

Mrs N Walker 
Principal 
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