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Dear Parent/Carer 
 
I am delighted to be able to write to you and share with you some of the proposed 
changes the Academy will be making following the further easing of lockdown 
restrictions on the 21st June 2021. We are looking forward to safely easing some 
of our coronavirus safety measures in order to provide our pupils with more 
flexibilities and freedoms around the Academy site.  
 
Outlined below are the key changes the Academy will be making to our on-site 
provision from Monday 21st June 2021. In advance of these changes, all staff and 
pupils will be fully supported to understand how these changes will be 
implemented, and the safety steps we will continue to take to keep people safe 
whilst in the Academy. An updated copy of our risk assessment, that allows for 
these changes will be available on our website prior to the 21st June. 
 
A summary of key changes from 21st June 2021: 
 

• Pupils will be able to access classrooms from across the Academy in line 
with a new timetable they will be issued. This will mean that access to 
specialist teaching spaces in subjects such as Science, Technology and 
Music, will now be available to all year groups. 

• Within the academy there will be 3 one-way movement loops in place and 
it is essential that all pupils follow this system as directed. Pupils will be 
shown how this system works in advance of the 21st June 2021. 

 
A summary of things that will remain the same for the remainder of the 
academic year: 
 

• Parents/carers should continue to report any positive coronavirus cases 
into the Academy, as we will continue to implement our close contact 
tracing process. 

• Pupils will continue to have a staggered start and end to the Academy day. 

• Pupils will continue to access separate social spaces (both indoor and 
outdoor) at lunch and break time and will remain segregated from other 
year groups during this period of time. 

• Pupils will continue to have their form period in their year group zone. 

• Pupils should continue to wear their PE uniform to the Academy on their 
timetabled PE day.  

• Pupils will still be expected to follow all other health and safety measures 
such as the sanitisation of hands; social distancing from Academy staff and 
the wearing of lanyards for identification purposes.  

  



 

 
 
Reporting of positive coronavirus cases into the Academy during half term 

  

The Government has asked all schools to support with requirements to trace close 

contacts of positive cases during half term.  

  

To support the academy with this process we write to ensure as parents and carers 

you are aware of the following information:  

• If a pupil tests positive for coronavirus, having developed symptoms within 
48 hours of being in the Academy, the Academy is required to assist in 
identifying close contacts and advising self-isolation, as the individual may 
have been infectious whilst in the Academy.  

• Where a pupil tests positive for coronavirus, having developed symptoms 
more than 48 hours since being in the Academy, the Academy do not need 
to undertake track and trace. Parents and carers should follow contact 
tracing instructions provided by NHS Test and Trace in this scenario.  

  

In order for the Academy to support contact tracing requirements; if your child 
tests positive during the half term closure period, we kindly ask you to contact the 
academy via the following email enquiries@horbury.accordmat.org noting in the 
Subject box ‘Positive Case’.    
  

Please include the following information in your email:  

• Full name and year group for your child/children.  

• The date they began with symptoms (if applicable).  

• The date they received a positive PCR test.  

• The last date they attended the academy.   

• Your contact number to allow for a follow up phone call.  

  

On receipt of the email the following applies:  

• The Academy will periodically check for emails in order to contact any close 

contacts identified as a result of a positive Covid-19 case.  

• This is the only way in which you can notify the Academy of a positive case.  

  

If your child is identified as a close contact, you will initially be contacted by text 

message, with a follow up contact by email providing isolation details and advice.  

 

Further advice and support on the self-isolation process can be found by following 

the link below: https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/self-isolation-

and-treatment/  

 

Furthermore, I would strongly advise all our pupils and their families to continue to 

follow the latest government guidance in relation to coronavirus restrictions. By 

following these restrictions, we can work collectively to minimise the transmission 

of the virus and the impact on the education of young people within the community. 

A copy of the latest government guidance and advice can be found by following 

the link below:   

 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/national-lockdown-stay-at-home  

  

Financial support if you have to take time off work to care for your child while they 

are self-isolating   
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If you are on a low income and you need to take time off work to care for your child 

while they are self-isolating, you may be eligible for financial support from your 

local authority through the Test and Trace Support Payment scheme.  

 

You can see the full eligibility criteria for the Test and Trace Support Payment 

scheme and find out how to apply at:    

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/test-and-trace-support-payment-

scheme-claiming-financialsupport/claiming-financial-support-under-the-test-and-

trace-support-payment-scheme.    

  

Testing at home throughout half term 

   

Following the success of the asymptomatic on-site testing programme, it is vital to 

keep testing at home throughout half term and for the remainder of the summer 

term.  

 

We strongly encourage all pupils who are participating in home testing to continue 

to do so over half term. Specifically:  

• continue to test twice weekly over half term;  

• report results online as positive, negative or void. This information is critical 

in helping the NHS to understand the prevalence of the virus across the 

country;  

• report negative/invalid results into the academy using the online 

questionnaire;  

• report positive results over half term to enquiries@horbury.accordmat.org 
as detailed above; 

• test before returning to the academy on Monday 7th June, either the night 
before, or on the morning of the 7th, to ensure the academy can support 
any positive cases.   

  

Families and households can also access home test kits for adults direct from the 

Government website.  

 
I very much look forward to being able to allow our pupils greater flexibility from 
the 21st June, but please rest assured Horbury Academy will continue to ensure 
that the safety of pupils and staff remains of paramount importance moving 
forward.  
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
Mrs N Walker 
Principal  
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