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14 May 2021 

 

Dear Parent/Carer 

I am writing to update all parent and carers on the most recent guidance from the 
government in relation to the wearing of facemasks within schools. Horbury 
Academy will be adopting this national guidance from 17 May 2021 and will no 
longer expect pupils to wear face masks in lessons or in communal areas unless 
they choose to do so.  

Outlined below is the guidance provided by the government in relation to the 
wearing of face coverings in schools from the 17 May 2021 and which will apply 
in the academy from this date: 

‘Based on the current state of the pandemic and the positive progress being 
made, it is no longer necessary to recommend the additional precautionary 
face covering measures put in place from the 8 March.  

From 17 May, in line with Step 3 of the roadmap, face coverings will no longer 
be recommended for pupils in classrooms or communal areas in all schools. 

Face coverings will also no longer be recommended for staff in classrooms.  

In all schools we continue to recommend that face coverings should be worn 
by staff and visitors in situations outside of classrooms where social 
distancing is not possible (for example, when moving around in corridors).  

The reintroduction of face coverings for pupils, students or staff may be 
advised for a temporary period in response to particular localised outbreaks, 
including variants of concern.  

Children and young people aged 11 and over must still wear a face covering 
on public transport. In accordance with advice from PHE, they must also wear 
a face covering when travelling on dedicated transport to secondary school or 
college. This does not apply to children and young people who are exempt 
from wearing face coverings.’ 

(Schools coronavirus operational Guidance May 2021) 

It is also important for me to say that any member of staff or pupil who wishes to 
continue to wear a face mask in areas where advice has changed may continue 
to do so.  

 
 

 



 

 

 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank all of our pupils for their superb 
efforts in the wearing of facemasks whilst in lessons and communal areas in 
recent weeks. Many thanks also go to our parents/carers for supporting our 
pupils with this. I have been incredibly proud of the sensible way the vast majority 
of our pupils have adapted to the wearing of facemasks to help reduce the risks 
presented by coronavirus. 

If you would like any further information on the latest guidance on the wearing of 
face coverings in schools please use the link shown below: 
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/atta
chment_data/file/985138/10_May_Schools_Guidance.pdf 

Yours sincerely 

 

Mrs N Walker 
Principal 
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