
 
 
 
23 June 2021 
 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 

 
 

Pupils Transferring to Horbury Academy in September 2021 
 
I hope this letter finds you safe and well and that your child is looking forward to moving up to secondary 
school in the autumn term.  
 
Here at Horbury Academy, we are excited at the prospect of welcoming our new year 7 pupils in 
September and in the meantime, I wanted to take the opportunity to inform you of the amended plans for 
our upcoming Taster Days on Wednesday 30th June and Wednesday 7th July and virtual Welcome Evening 
on Wednesday 30th June and ask for your co-operation in providing us with some key pieces of information.  
Due to the increased intake and subsequent review of numbers, to meet our stringent Covid risk 
assessment, we have taken the decision to run two transition days. We would like to apologise for the late 
change, but we are very keen to ensure that your child gets the best experience of transition, whilst 
maintaining their safety. Below is information on which schools are involved in each taster day and how 
each taster day will work. 
 
Taster Days – Wednesday 30th June and Wednesday 7th July 2021 
The Government has confirmed that schools are able to undertake transition activities on site subject to the 
completion of thorough risk assessments, and maintenance of their established systems of controls in 
response to the risk of Coronavirus and in line with the government’s road map.  
 
Horbury Academy will be running two Taster Days on Wednesday 30th June and Wednesday 7th July 
2021. On each taster day, to reduce transmission risks, we will be running classes which are based on 
pupils being in a single bubble with pupils from their primary school. Children from different primary schools 
will not be in the same groups unless there are so few children from one primary school that it would be 
impossible to arrange for a separate bubble for such a small number. Wherever there are pupils from more 
than one primary school in class, these pupils will be two metres apart.  
 
Below is a table showing which pupils should attend which taster day.  

Pupils from these schools should attend Taster 
Day on 30th June 

Pupils from these schools should attend Taster 
Day on 7th July 

Horbury Primary Academy Snapethorpe Primary 

Middlestown Primary Academy Netherton Junior and Infant School 

Lawefield Primary School Horbury St. Peters and Clifton CE School 

Alverthorpe St Paul’s CE School St. Michaels CE Academy 

St. Ignatius Primary School English Martyrs catholic Primary School 

Flanshaw Junior and Infant School Horbury Bridge Academy 

Grange Moor Primary School Thornhill Junior and Infant School 

The Mount Junior and Infant School Wrenthorpe Academy School 

Overthorpe CE Academy West Bretton Junior and Infant School 

Outwood Primary Academy Park Hill  St Johns CE (VA) Junior and Infant School 

Wakefield Pinders Primary School Towngate Academy 

Southdale C of E Junior School St. Austins Catholic Primary School 

Ossett South Parade Primary Silcoates Junior School 

Holy Trinity C of E Primary School Bywell Junior School 

 Flushdyke Junior and Infant School 



 Wakefield Methodist Junior and Infant School 

 Fountain Primary School 

 De Lacy Primary School 

 Mackie Hill Junior and Infant School 

 
The key information for each ‘Taster Day’ is shown below: 
 

• ARRIVAL: Pupils need to arrive at the Academy between 9:30am and 9:45am.  They should enter 
via our Student Entrance at the front of the academy. There will be members of staff to help guide 
pupils to the correct entrance. 

• EQUIPMENT: Pupils will need two pens (black or blue), pencil, ruler and eraser. 

• UNIFORM: Pupils should wear their current school uniform. 

• MOBILE PHONES: Pupils can bring mobile phones, but these should not be seen or heard 
anywhere in the academy, so we advise that they are turned off and put away in a bag or coat 
before pupils enter the academy.  

• BREAK: Pupils should bring a healthy snack for break time.  Fizzy drinks are not allowed but they 
can bring a bottle of water or squash. 

• LUNCH 
Unfortunately, we are unable to provide a school lunch on each Taster Day. Therefore, 
students should bring a packed lunch which can be eaten at tables within our atrium.  
If pupils are in receipt of a free school meal at their primary school, we will provide these for free on 
taster day. 

• DEPARTURE: The day will finish at 2.00pm and parents/carers are responsible for ensuring 
that students arrive at the Academy on time and are collected at the end of the day. Can we 
please emphasise and clarify that Horbury Academy is not responsible for travel arrangements for 
your child on that day. 

 
Virtual Welcome Evening – 30th June 
We would also like to remind you that we have our Year 6 Parents’ virtual Welcome Evening which this 
year takes place on Wednesday 30th June starting at 6.00pm.  
 
This event will allow us to share key messages with you about future transition plans and life in year 7 for 
your child. Our Principal, Mrs Walker, Special Education Needs Co-ordinator, Year 7 Pastoral Year Leader 
and I will all be attending the evening. There will be a chance to hear from some of our pupils about their 
experiences in year 7 and for parents/carers to ask questions during the evening. To access this meeting 
then please click on the link below just before 6.00pm on 30th June. 
 
Year 6 Welcome Evening 
 
Transition Information – Horbury Academy Website 
There is a vast amount of information shared on the academy website that you are able to access at your 
convenience relating to the academy and key information you and your child may be wanting to find out. 
There is a virtual tour on the website and some ‘Talking Heads’ videos which have different members of 
staff at the academy giving you information around what your child will learn about in year 7, and the 
different areas of support we have for all pupils.  
 
Please use the following link to the academy website: 
 
https://horbury.accordmat.org/year-6-transition/  
 
Up-to-date Contact Information - Reminder 
As we move towards September, we need to ensure we have the most up to date information about you 
and your child, so that we can begin to contact you directly, rather than through your primary school. Thank 
you to all parents/carers who have completed this information. 
 
In previous years, we have asked parents to complete a paper admission form. This year, the form is 
available to complete electronically here: https://bit.ly/horburyadmission  

 

The QR code below will also take you straight to the form from your mobile phone.  

https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_YzI3YTEwNjAtZDM0OC00ODlhLWExZWItYTU5NzQzNzk1NmE0%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%22854b4310-0dbf-4241-ae41-4df0a4f8db92%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%2248d28fa6-c63b-4c0e-b4af-3a757e026a9e%22%2c%22IsBroadcastMeeting%22%3atrue%7d&btype=a&role=a
https://horbury.accordmat.org/year-6-transition/
https://bit.ly/horburyadmission


                   

 

If you have any problems in completing the form or if you have any questions at this stage please refer to 
our Transition Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) webpage at: 

http://bit.ly/HorburyTransitionFAQ or contact enquiries@horbury.accordmat.org  

 
Summer School 
We are thrilled to have had such an amazing response to our Y6 Summer School at Horbury Academy. 
The deadline to sign up for summer school is Friday 25th June, so if your child would like to attend please 
complete the form by no later than 25th June. There were some initial problems with the form however 
these are now resolved, if anyone did experience problems then it will work now. If you have any further 
questions, please email kmottershaw@horbury.accordmat.org or rmajor@horbury.accordmat.org 
 
My Child at School App (MCAS) 
The MCAS app is the main communication channel we will use to contact parents/carers when your child 
joins the academy. Please do not contact the academy before September to enquire about the app or 
setting your account up. We aim to release MCAS credentials for parents/carers during the second week of 
term in September 2021. To enable the academy to do this it is essential that you provide a unique 
personal contact email address and mobile telephone contact number for each parent / carer who will be a 
priority contact for your child on the above admissions form.  
In conclusion can I take this opportunity to thank you for your continued patience and support over the next 
few months as we work through the transition process. I appreciate there is a lot of information to take in 
within this letter and on our websites, we aim to make the transition as smooth as possible and ensure you 
are fully informed with all the relevant information, to reassure you of your child’s transition to our academy.  
 
We very much look forward to meeting you and your child when the time comes and we will do all that we 
can to ensure the best possible transition process for all our Year 7 pupils. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

 
 
Steve Care 
Assistant Principal 
 
 
    

http://bit.ly/HorburyTransitionFAQ
mailto:enquiries@horbury.accordmat.org
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=EENLhb8NQUKuQU3wpPjbknjxnhV-XWJLkBIJD5ulaoJUMURMUVBKRDZCT05IMEpNMzlSWVVFWkdSVi4u

