Year 7 Supporting Success Evening
16th September 2021

Welcome to Year 7
‘Supporting Success’

Welcome to this very special evening for Year 7 pupils and their parents/carers. This evening has a very
specific focus. It is about providing information and guidance at the start of Year 7 to help you support your
child for them to make the most progress they can in Year 7. It is essential that we work together as an
Academy-Home partnership and that all parents/carers are fully involved in the progress of their child. This
event will contain the following:

Principal’s Welcome
Our Principal, Mrs. Walker, will welcome all parents, carers and pupils and her welcome will focus on the
purpose of the evening and the learning journey our pupils will undertake in Year 7. This welcome will be
through Microsoft Teams in one of our designated classrooms.

Curriculum and support sessions
On a rotation basis, parents, carers and pupils will take part in four different sessions:
1.
2.
3.
4.

English in Year 7 at Horbury
Maths in Year 7 at Horbury
Science in Year 7 at Horbury
How to support your child in Year 7 at Horbury

The purpose of these practical sessions is for parents and carers to better understand what and how we
teach in our three Core subjects in Year 7 and how parents and carers can support their child in each of
these subjects and also across Year 7 in general.

Subject information
Within this booklet is information from every subject your child will study in Year 7. Each curriculum leader
has provided information on what is taught in Year 7, how their subject is assessed, where pupils can get
extra support from and how parents and carers can support their child in that subject. The email for each of
our curriculum leaders are included at the bottom of each subject should you wish to contact them.

Student Leaders
At Horbury we are proud of our student leaders and the part they play in our Academy. Our Year 11 student
leaders will be taking you between sessions on the evening. Please take the time to speak to them about
Horbury Academy and how pupils can get involved in Student Leadership.

Parents’ Forum
At Horbury Academy we have a thriving and vibrant Parents’ Forum. Members of our Parents’ Forum will be
available to talk to before and after the event in our atrium and will also be in Session 4. Please take the time to
speak to them and if you are interested in joining our Parents’ Forum, please email
enquiries@horbury.accordmat.org
We hope that you find this evening really useful in enabling you as parents/carers to support your child in making
the very most of their first year at Horbury Academy.
Mr. S Care - Assistant Principal

Year 7 Art and Design –

Your year in Art

The art curriculum at Horbury Academy is a personal journey in a creative subject which aims to develop
technical handling of a range of artistic media and develop creative thinking skills. You begin a journey in
year 7 of developing a range of artists, themes, media and materials which will lead you to being prepared
for the standards and independence of KS4.
Your year 7 curriculum is designed to cover a wide range of materials and media but with your enjoyment
and engagement at the core of it. We want you to love attending your art lessons so much you will want to
do more art at home and in enrichment opportunities both online and in classrooms.
This year you are going to consolidate and build upon the skills you learnt at primary school. You are going
to become confident with a range of skills and techniques which you will re-visit and build upon over the
next 3 years.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Each week you will look at key artistic formal skills.
Each topic builds from the previous one and allows you to re-visit skills and improve.
Each topic gives you formal assessment and opportunities to evaluate and set targets.
Each lesson you will look at inspirational artists/designers or photographers work.
Each lesson you will have the opportunity to complete a challenge zone to stretch your 			
understanding.
Each topic has home learning opportunities built in to develop further what you have learned in the 		
classroom.
You will have the support of your teachers to build your skills and confidence.
Each topic has a knowledge organiser for parents/carers and students to refer to and discuss 			
together.

Topics you will learn over the year:
Half Term

1

2

Topic

Basic Skills
Drawing
Line
Tone
Shading
Observation

3

4

5

6

Edibles & Food Painting

Pattern 1

Pattern 2

Graphic Design
Compostion
Colour
blending
Rendering
Imagination

Line
Tone Shading
Repeated
pattern
Shape
Realism
Using a grid

Creativity
Independence
Mixed media
Painting
Collage
Biro

Aboriginal
Culture

Colour theory
Primary
Secondary
Tertiary
Control
Emotion
Mood

Where can I get extra support?
•
Your art teacher – just ask!
•
Online tutorials in a range of themes you like.
•
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/z6f3cdm
•
https://www.tate.org.uk/kids
How can parents/carers support?
•
•
•
•

Praise artwork in school sketchbooks and other work.
Follow up any art home learning tasks and discuss the work set.
Evaluate the work you see. What has gone well? And what could be improved?
Encourage children to have fun with art and not worry about every outcome.

Curriculum Leader - RStewart@horbury.accordmat.org

Dreamtime
Spiritual
Painting
Animals
Texture
Dot painting
Colour

Year 7 Drama –

Your Year in Drama

Your teachers love to play, compose and listen to music. All kinds of music. More importantly we want to
share this with you in the classroom. We actively engage with music in our lessons, we play drums, we work
in groups, we sing, we perform, we use the computers and instruments to compose, we create bands, we
analyse music and do so much more!
We complete literacy activities every lesson to enable you to analyse music, construct sentences and
demonstrate your understanding of the practical work you will be doing. However, you will have the
opportunity to get involved in a variety of instruments, styles and performances.

Drama Lessons
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Each week you will complete a variety of retrieval tasks to check prior learning.
Each week you will complete a literacy task that will develop your reading and writing.
Each unit has a practical performance task that you will work towards for your assessment.
Each unit will have a mid-point (hinge point) assessment and an end of unit assessment to check your
understanding and development.
Each lesson you will have the opportunity to work collaboratively with your peers.
Each lesson you will have the opportunity to complete a challenge zone to stretch your 			
understanding.
There will be a variety of regular homework set. These will all be set on teams.

Topics you will learn over the year:
Half Term

1

2

3

4

5

6

Topic

Key Drama
Techniques

Script &
Rehearsal
Strategies:

Melodrama:

Drama to a
Stimulus

Developing
Drama Skills:

Physical
Theatre:

Alice in
Wonderland

Our Day Out

Genres of
Melodrama

Humpty
Dumpty
(script)

Darkwood
Manor

Where can I get extra support?
•
•

Your Drama teacher – just ask!
BBC Bitesize KS3 - https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zk6pyrd

How can parents/carers support?
•
Be positive about drama. Reinforce the development of confidence and other social skills.
•
Praise your child for their efforts in lesson and encourage them to get involved in 		
enrichment activities.
•
Encourage them to watch programmes of different styles - e.g. musicals, documentaries,
soap opera, film.
•
Ensure that your child uses Microsoft Teams for homework.
Curriculum Leader - KScott@horbury.accordmat.org

Year 7 Design Technology –

Your year in DT

You are going to love Design Technology (DT) its scope of different subjects is HUGE! – that basically means
you will learn about lots of new skills/techniques and how to apply other subjects in real life settings,
whether it’s measuring whilst cooking, working on your gross motor skills whilst on the sewing machines,
being creative with 3D computer designing (that real engineers use), programming robots, creating projects
from wood/plastics/metal… this is just the start.
This year you will drastically build on the work you did in primary school and spend the minimum of three
years looking at many areas of designing and technology
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Each week you will develop the skills you learnt in the previous lesson.
Each topic will open your eyes to different and exciting technologies
Each topic is hinge assessed and has an end of unit test
Each topic you will learn new vocabulary and it will help you talk fluently as a Technologist.
Each topic has home learning opportunities to help you in the following lessons or to develop further 		
what you have learned in the classroom.
Each topic has a knowledge organiser for parents/carers and students to refer to and discuss 			
together.
Each topic will show you basics and how to improve.

Topics you will learn over the year:
Topic

Food

Polymers

Textiles

Graphics

Timber

Mechanisms

Health &
Safety

Properties

Product
Analysis

3D/2D
construction

Properties of
Materials

Linkages

Sewing Skills

Rendering

Manufacturing
techniques

Font
Manipulation

Safety in a
Workshop

Forces

Applique

Existing
Designs

Healthy Eating

Heat
Treatments

Basic Kitchen
Skills

Forming
Materials

Embroidery

Joining
Methods

Levers
Problem
Solving

Adhesives
Finishing

Where can I get extra support?
•
•
•
•

Any member of staff in the DT Department!
https://technologystudent.com
https://www.thenational.academy
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zykw2hv

				
How can parents/carers support?
•
•
•
•

Practice skills at home especially with cooking e.g. measuring, cleaning and looking at
heathy meals -vs- junk food.
Check the students understand their knowledge organisers – test them on the different
areas or research with them.
Read articles about future technologies – wired has some interesting articles on 3D 		
printing, discuss them.
Check Microsoft Teams and their planner regularly.

Curriculum Leader - DRussell@horbury.accordmat.org

Year 7 English –

Your year in English

I would just like to extend a very warm welcome to all students, parents and carers to the English Department here at Horbury Academy. We pride ourselves on ensuring that your child is learning in a creative, safe
and successful classroom at all times and take great pride in the quality of our teaching. If there are ever
any questions, we are more than happy to answer any queries about the learning that takes place in the
English classrooms.

We have such an exciting Year 7 ahead!
All of our topics are consistently improved each and every summer and it would be fair to say that reading
has never been higher on our agenda. We have a number of exciting reading topics placed throughout the
year as you can see below – the emotion of a modern Morpurgo novel in Private Peaceful is complimented
later in the year with an in depth look at Shakespeare’s ghastly Richard III. This is all supported by an hour a
week of quality Literacy provision, including private reading, shared reading and SPAG activities.

The topics that we will study this year are in order below:
Novel Study:
Private Peacful

First World War
Poetry

Gothic Writing

Shakespeare’s
Richard III

Non-Fiction Writing The art of
communication

Non-Fiction & Oracy:
Media Topic

Where can I get extra support?
•
•
•
•
•

Your English teacher – just ask!
In your Literacy lessons
Literacy Planet
Book Club
Homework Club

How can parents/carers support?
•
•
•

Please encourage your child to read printed text wherever possible.
Promote an enjoyment of stories – fiction or non-fiction.
Encourage your child to always give a longer form essay a go! Stamina for writing
two-three pages of work isn’t always there, we all need to be promoting longer form answers 		
together.

I would just like to end by making a clear commitment to you all that as English teachers we are very
aware of the impact that COVID disruption has had over the last two years. We will remain supportive and
empathetic throughout our teaching time, but we will also be striving to plug any gaps there may be and
looking to promote the importance of reading and writing to the future aspirations of all students.
Thank you for your support.
Dan Kiernan – CTL English and Associate Assistant Headteacher.

Year 7 Geography –

Your Year in Geography

Geography helps us to explore and understand space and place - recognising the great differences in cultures, political systems, economies, landscapes and environments across the world, and exploring the links
between them. Geography also provides an ideal framework for connecting and bringing together other
fields of knowledge.
Geography is, in the broadest sense, an education for life and for living. Learning through geography –
whether gained through formal learning or experientially through travel, fieldwork and expeditions – helps
us all to be more socially and environmentally sensitive, better informed, and more responsible as citizens
and employees.

You will learn about:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Places
Towns and cities
Cultures
The natural world
People and landscapes and how they interact
Natural Disasters

Geography Lessons
•
•
•
•
•
•

Each week you will complete a variety of retrieval tasks to check prior learning.
Each unit has a learning journey and knowledge organiser to support your learning.
Each unit will have a mid-point (hinge point) assessment and an end of unit assessment to check your
understanding.
Each lesson you will have the opportunity to work collaboratively with your peers.
Each lesson you will have the opportunity to complete a challenge zone to stretch your
understanding.
There will be a variety of regular homework set. These will all be set on teams.

Topics you will learn over the year:
Half Term

1

2

3

4

5

6

Topic

Map Skills

Uk Geography

Uk Geography

Where in the
World

Where in the
World

Fieldwork

Where can I get extra support?
•
•
•

Your geography teacher – just ask!
Internet Geography- https://www.internetgeography.net/
Oak Academy – classroom.thenational.academy/subjects-by-key-stage/key-stage-3/
subjects/geography

How can parents/carers support?
•
•
•
•
•

Be positive about Geography.
Talk about your experiences of travel/culture.
Keep up to date with current events in the news.
Praise your child for their effort.
Ensure that your child team uses Microsoft Teams.

Curriculum Leader - MFletcher@horbury.accordmat.org

Year 7 History –

Your Year in History

Ask any of your history teachers and they will tell you how much they LOVE history and how it is the most interesting subject of them all! History provides students with many skills which can be used throughout their
lives – analysing things, making decisions, problem solving and learning from previous experiences – it also
explains the way the world is now.
There is plenty of reading and writing but we only learn about the past from historical sources and most of
these are written down in a diary, letter or a newspaper.
You will have never studied history like we do at high school and we aim to make sure you consolidate and
build upon the key skills in history both independently and collaboratively:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Cause and consequence
Change and continuity
Interpretations
Sources
Similarity and difference
Significance

History Lessons
•
•
•
•
•
•

Each week you will complete a variety of retrieval tasks to check prior learning.
Each unit has a learning journey and knowledge organiser to support your learning.
Each unit will have a mid-point (hinge point) assessment and an end of unit assessment to check your
understanding.
Each lesson you will have the opportunity to work collaboratively with your peers.
Each lesson you will have the opportunity to complete a challenge zone to stretch your
understanding.
There will be a variety of regular homework set. These will all be set on teams.

Topics you will learn over the year:
Half Term

1

2

Topic

Historical Skills Norman
Introduction & Conquest
the Romans

3

4

5

6

Religion &
Power in the
Middle Ages

Middle Age
Conflict

The Tudors

The Stuarts

Where can I get extra support?
•
•
•
•

Your history teacher – just ask!
BBC Bitesize KS3 - www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zk26n39
Oak Academy – classroom.thenational.academy/subjects-by-key-stage/key-stage-3/
subjects/history
BBC Teach on YouTube - www.youtube.com/channel/UC4KN50fal7f45fx2DqG7ttg

How can parents/carers support?
•
•
•
•
•
•

Be positive about history.
Talk about your experiences of history; what was life like when you were young.
Encourage grandparents to talk about their history and family history.
Praise your child for their effort.
Encourage them to watch historical programmes – BBC iPlayer has its own category for history.
Ensure that your child uses Microsoft Teams every day.

Curriculum Leader - scare@horbury.accordmat.org

Year 7 - Information Technology & Computer Science
Information Computer Technology (ICT) is the future and all your ICT teachers at Horbury LOVE to hear
about the latest trends in technology! ICT provides students with skills that they can develop during lessons
and use later in any career. For example, being analytical and good at problem solving, to exploring safety
issues and understanding how computers work.
All lessons are taught in ICT suites and give students the opportunity to use hardware and software they may
not have access to outside of school and learn new skills.
You will have access to up to date equipment and technology, our aim is to make sure you are confident in
using ICT software and build upon the key skills both independently and collaboratively:
•
•
•
•

Computer Programming
Problem Solving
Graphic Design
Understanding Computers

ICT Lessons
•
•
•
•
•
•

Each week you will complete a variety of retrieval tasks to check prior learning.
Each unit has a learning journey and access to prior lessons on Teams to support your learning 			
journey.
Each unit will have a mid-point (hinge point) assessment and an end of unit assessment to check your
understanding.
Each lesson you will have the opportunity to work collaboratively with your peers.
Each lesson you will have the opportunity to complete a challenge zone to stretch your 			
understanding.
There will be a variety of regular homework set. These will all be set on Teams.

Topics you will learn over the year:
Half Term

1

2

3

4

5

6

Topic

E Safety

Understanding
Computers

Programming
Scratch

Spreadsheets

Programming
Microbit &
Pyhton

Solving
Problems

Where can I get extra support?
•
•
•
•

Your ICT teacher – just ask!
BBC Bitesize KS3 - https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/z8mtsbk
Oak Academy – https://classroom.thenational.academy/subjects-by-key-stage/key-		
stage-3/subjects/computing
BBC Teach on YouTube

How can parents/carers support?
•
•
•
•
•

Be positive about ICT and Computing.
Talk about your experiences of ICT; how technology has evolved.
Encourage your child to use and experience new technology.
Encourage them to use key gaming websites that will help support their programming skills:		

https://scratch.mit.edu/ https://hourofcode.com/uk
Ensure that your child uses Microsoft Teams every day.

Curriculum Leader - EYoung@horbury.accordmat.org, VFletcher@horbury.accordmat.org

Year 7 Maths –

Your year in Mathematics

Ask any of your maths teachers and they will tell you how much they LOVE maths! They might not have always found it easy, but they kept working hard because they enjoyed it and understood that if they wanted
to improve it would take a lot of hard work.
Yes, I admit that you probably won’t need to solve an equation when you are doing your weekly shop.
However, maths is about much more than this. Maths helps us think analytically and have a better reasoning
ability. Analytical thinking refers to the ability to think critically about the world around us. Analytical and
reasoning skills are important because they help us solve problems and look for solutions.
This year you are going to consolidate and build upon the skills you learnt at primary school. You are going
to become fluent with a range of key mathematical skills and have the opportunity to work collaboratively
with your peers.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Each week you will complete a fluency check-up.
Each unit will start with a prior knowledge check to see if you can recall your previous
learning which will be important for the unit.
Each unit will end with a unit assessment to check your understanding.
Each lesson you will have the opportunity to work collaboratively with your peers.
Each lesson you will have the opportunity to complete a challenge zone to stretch your
understanding.
Each year there will be 3 assessments to complete so we can track your progress and cater 			
for any gaps you may have in your knowledge.
Each week there will be an enrichment maths problem posted on SharePoint for you to try.

Topics you will learn over the year:
Half Term

1

2

3

4

5

6

Topic

Number Sense

Multiples &
Factors

Linear
Equations

Comparing
Data

Perimeter
Coordinates

Congruent
triangles

Charts
Manipulationg
Fractions

Fractions,
Decimals and
Percentages
(FDP)

Review
Knowledge of
the year

Directed
Numbers
Operations

Scales, Units & Angle Facts
Time
Shape
Expressions
properites and
symmetry

Reflections &
Rotations

Where can I get extra support?
•
•
•
•

Your maths teacher – just ask!
Practise maths
www.hegartymaths.co.uk - This allows you to accurately track topic areas you have found
difficult. Hegarty Maths has helped pupils become more independent by watching a
teaching video, taking notes then trying a quiz to see if you have improved!
www.TTRS.co.uk – support with your times tables – there will be competitions running too!

How can parents/carers support?
•
•
•
•
•

Be positive about maths. Try not to say things like “I can’t do maths” or “I hated maths at 		
school” – your child may start to think like that themselves.
Point out the maths in everyday life. ...
Praise your child for effort rather than for being “clever”.
Encourage them to play maths games and puzzles.
Ensure they have the correct equipment – pencil, pen, ruler, protractor, compass and
calculator!

Curriculum Leader - ALynch@horbury.accordmat.org

Year 7 Music –

Your Year in Music

Your teachers love to play, compose and listen to music. All kinds of music. More importantly we want to
share this with you in the classroom. We actively engage with music in our lessons, we play drums, we work
in groups, we sing, we perform, we use the computers and instruments to compose, we create bands, we
analyse music and do so much more!
We complete literacy activities every lesson to enable you to analyse music, construct sentences and
demonstrate your understanding of the practical work you will be doing. However, you will have the
opportunity to get involved in a variety of instruments, styles and performances.

Music Lessons
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Each week you will complete a variety of retrieval tasks to check prior learning.
Each week you will complete a literacy task that will develop your reading and writing.
Each unit has a practical task (composition / performance) that you will work towards for your 		
assessment.
Each unit will have a mid-point (hinge point) assessment and an end of unit assessment to check your
understanding and development.
Each lesson you will have the opportunity to work collaboratively with your peers.
Each lesson you will have the opportunity to complete a challenge zone to stretch your 			
understanding.
There will be a variety of regular homework set. These will all be set on teams.

Topics you will learn over the year:
Half Term

1

2

3

4

5

6

Topic

Rhythm:

Pitch & Melody

Cultures:

Cultures &
Composition:

Introduction to Developing
Chords:
Chords:

Bucket
Drumming

Changing
Places

Gamelan

Gamelan

Ukuleles

12 Bar Blues

Where can I get extra support?
•
•
•

Your music teacher – just ask!
BBC Bitesize KS3 - Music - BBC Bitesize, Music Technology - BBC Bitesize
BBC Teach on YouTube - bbc teach music ks3 - YouTube

How can parents/carers support?
•
•
•
•
•

Be positive about music. Listen to a wide variety of music – popular, classical, music from other
cultures.
Encourage your child to learn an instrument – we have a range of peripatetic lessons available in
school.
Discuss music that you like and explain why.
Praise your child for their efforts in lesson and encourage them to get involved in enrichment
activities.
Encourage them to watch programmes – BBC Proms In The Park, festivals, other cultures.

Curriculum Leader - - KScott@horbury.accordmat.org

Year 7 Physical Education –

Your year in PE

Being physically active is important for keeping your body fit and healthy. PE lessons not only give you the
opportunity to keep fit, but also learn skills that can be used in many other subject areas and everyday life.
As well as developing knowledge about a range of sports, you will also develop the ability to make good
decisions, come up with tactics and strategies, understand the science involved in playing sport, the
characteristics of a good leader and the attributes of being a good sports person. These skills will progress
through Key Stage 3 to give you a strong knowledge base ready to move into Key Stage 4.
In year 7, you will cover a range of sports as seen in the following table:

HT 1

Girls
2

HT 2

Boys
1

Boys
3/5

HT 4

HT 5 & 6

Lesson 1

Baseline
Testing

Netball
HC

Badminton
Sports Hall

Football/
Hockey
Astro

Basketball
Sports Hall

Rounders

Tennis

Cricket

Lesson 2

Baseline
Testing

Gymnastics/
Dance

Rugby
Field

Fitness/X
Country
Gym/
Outside

OAA
Outside

Athletics

Frisbee

Tchouk
Ball

Rugby
Field

Fitness/X
Country
Gym/
Outside

OAA
Outside

Athletics

Frisbee

Tchouk
Ball

Gym

Girls
4

HT 3

Lesson 1

Baseline
Testing

Gymnastics/
Dance
Gym

Lesson 2

Baseline
Testing

Netball
HC

Badminton
Sports Hall

Football/
Hockey
Astro

Basketball

Rounders

Tennis

Cricket

Lesson 1

Baseline
Testing

Rugby
Field

Gymnastics/
Dance
Gym

Basketball
SH

Sports Hall

Cricket

Athletics

Frisbee

Lesson 2

Baseline
Testing

Badminton
SH

Football
Astro

OAA
Outside/SH

Fitness/X
Country
Gym/
Outside

Tchouk Ball

Rounders

Tennis

Lesson 1

Baseline
Testing

Badminton
SH

Football
Astro

OAA
Outside/SH

Hockey
Astro

Tchouk Ball

Athletics

Tennis

Lesson 2

Baseline
Testing

Rugby
Field

Gymnastics/
Dance
Gym

Basketball
SH

Fitness/X
Country
Gym/
Outside

Cricket

Rounders

Frisbee

Where can I get extra support?
•
•
•
•
•

Your PE teacher – just ask!
Attend extra-curricular sports clubs
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/znyb4wx
Visiting the website of the National Governing Body for your chosen sport
Watching online tutorials on how to perform skills for your chosen sport

How can parents/carers support?
•
•
•

Encourage students to take part in every PE lesson.
Support students when completing extended learning tasks so understanding of topics can be fur
ther demonstrated.
Ensure students have their full PE kit ready and organised prior to PE days.

Curriculum Leader - natkinson@horbury.accordmat.org

Year 7 RE –

Your Year in RE

RE is a fascinating subject that looks at the local community and the wider world. We discover how religious
people live and why religious people live the way they do. I am a huge believer in teaching about respect
and tolerance, so that all students are able to demonstrate their opinions and points of view in a safe and
respectful environment. There is plenty of reading, writing discussions and debates and all students are
encouraged to develop their curiosity
At Horbury Academy, we are keen to work with students to ensure that they become citizens of the wider
world that have open minds and inclusive attitudes to others. We aim to make sure that students consolidate
and build upon the key skills in RE both independently and collaboratively:
•
•
•
•
•

Cause and consequence
Interpretations and teachings
Sources
Similarity and difference
Significance

RE Lessons
•
•
•
•
•
•

Each week you will complete a variety of retrieval tasks to check prior learning.
Each unit has a learning journey and knowledge organiser to support your learning.
Each unit will has a mid-point (hinge point) assessment and an end of unit assessment to check your 		
understanding.
Each lesson you will have the opportunity to work collaboratively with your peers.
Each lesson you will have the opportunity to complete a challenge zone to stretch your 			
understanding.
There will be a variety of regular homework set. These will all be set on teams.

Topics you will learn over the year:
Half Term

1

2

3

4

5

6

Topic

Judaism

Christianity

Christianity

Islam

Islam

Places of
Worship

Where can I get extra support?
•
•
•
•

Your RE teacher – just ask!
BBC Bitesize KS3 - https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/zmyb4wx
Oak Academy – classroom.thenational.academy/subjects-by-key-stage/key-stage-3/		
subjects/Religious Studies
BBC Teach on YouTube - https://www.youtube.com/results?search_				
query=my+life+my+religion+

How can parents/carers support?
•
•
•
•
•
•

Be positive about Religious Education.
Talk about your experiences of culture; what was life like when you were young.
Encourage family to talk about their views on the world, world events, the news and 		
personal beliefs.
Praise your child for their effort.
Encourage them to watch educational programmes – BBC iPlayer has its own category for
RE.
Ensure that your child team uses Microsoft Teams every day.

Curriculum Leader - rfrance@horbury.accordmat.org

Year 7 Science –

Your year in Science

We might not always be thinking about it, but Science is a key part of our everyday lives. Almost everything
that we do is linked with Science, whether it is the toothpaste used to clean our teeth, the food we eat or
the mobile phone in our hands. Understanding how things work or how they are made can help us make educated choices in our lives. Anyone can be a scientist. Make an observation, ask yourself a question such as
‘how does it do that?’ then investigate or research the answer.
Studying Science develops a wide range of skills that can help in whatever we do. Observation skills, problem solving, communication and teamwork are just a few examples of the skills you will develop. It’s also
important to remember that the best scientists in history made mistakes and got things wrong, however it
was their resilience to keep going that made them successful.
This year you will study a broader range of scientific topics, many of which will introduce completely new
ideas. You will also get the chance to carry out your own experiments using specialist equipment.

What will Science look like this year?
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

For each topic you will start with a prior learning lesson so we can find out what you already know.
Topics have an enquiry based theme so you can relate your learning to the real world.
Each topic end with a multiple-choice quiz to assess what you have learnt
Each lesson you will have the opportunity to complete a challenge zone to stretch your
understanding.
There will be several ‘hinge assessments’ throughout the year where you can show your problem 		
solving and communication skills.
There will also be 2 tests to help track your progress and identify gaps in knowledge and skills.
Home learning will be a combination of project work and Educake, our online question platform.

Topics you will learn over the year:
Term
Topic

Autumn
Science Skills

Spring
Changing Substances

Summer
Interdependence

Cells

Energy Transfers

Electrical Circuits

Substances & Particles

Reproduction

Gravity

Contact Forces
Where can I get extra support?
•
•
•
•
•

Your Science teacher – just ask!
Watch TV programs and videos about science – this really helps with developing a broader
understanding
Follow science groups on social media – ask your teacher for suitable ones, no fake news!
www.Educake.co.uk - You will get a personal login for the site and can use it to check your
understanding of Science topics.
KS3 Science - BBC Bitesize – there are lots of websites, but some can be overcomplicated
for yr7 science. BBC bitesize covers all the key ideas from your topics.

How can parents/carers support?
•
•
•
•
•

Ask your child to explain something they have learnt in Science that day
Be positive about Science. Children can easily come to the decision that science is too hard
and not for them. Talk about the wide range of uses of science in everyday life.
Praise your child for effort rather than for being “clever”.
Watch a TV program with them, such as a nature documentary, then talk about what
happened.
Ensure they access appropriate resources to help with work. Many websites are too
complicated and can make things more confusing.

Curriculum Leader - KField@horbury.accordmat.org

