
 
 

September 2021 

 

 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

I am delighted to be able to share with all parents and carers, how well many of our pupils have returned 
to the Academy following the summer break. Both myself and members of the Senior Leadership Team 
have taken time to visit all pupils in their lessons, and we have been really impressed by how hard our 
pupils are working. Please pass on my positive comments to your children. It really has been a great 
start to the year! 

As I am sure parents and carers are aware from both the local and national picture, there continues to 
be high rates of coronavirus, especially amongst school age children. As in previous times, the Academy 
does experience a rise in coronavirus cases when community transmission is high, and we currently 
have a number of our pupils who are unable to attend the academy due to coronavirus. As such, I would 
kindly request that all parents and carers continue to play their part in taking steps to mitigate the 
further spread of the virus by continuing to follow the guidance provided by the government.  

Please help us by being watchful for any symptoms of illness in your child. If they have a cough, fever 
or loss of taste/smell then please do not send them to school and arrange a PCR test as soon as possible. 
If your child tests positive, then they are required to self-isolate at home for 10 days.  

Children do not always have the ‘typical’ symptoms, so if your child is generally unwell and in particular 
has symptoms such as sore throat, headache, runny nose and sneezing, please keep them at home and 
arrange for a PCR test to be taken by your child. 

Schools are no longer required to identify close contacts of cases. This will be done by NHS Test and 
Trace who will call the parents/carers of confirmed cases directly. 

If NHS Test and Trace tell you that your child is a contact, they will advise that your child has a PCR test 
as soon as possible. Please do arrange this. Children under 18 who are contacts of a positive case are 
no longer required to self-isolate, so your child is welcome to attend school if they remain well while 
they await the result of the PCR test.  

To book a PCR test please visit this website or ring 119:  

Get a free PCR test to check if you have coronavirus (COVID-19) - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk)  

In support of the Academy and as a means of reducing community transmission, your child should be 
encouraged to take a lateral flow test twice a week. Please let us know at once if the test is positive. 
Regular lateral flow testing is a really important way of picking up cases quickly and helping to prevent 
the spread of the virus. 

How to stop COVID-19 spreading 

Rates of COVID-19 are still very high in Wakefield, but there are things you can do to help reduce the 
risk to you and anyone you live with getting seriously ill with COVID-19.  

https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test


          

The most important thing for anyone eligible is to get both doses of the vaccine as soon as possible. 
Having both doses of vaccine is very effective at preventing severe illness and admission to hospital. It 
reduces the risk of being infected with COVID and passing it on by at least half. As soon as we have any 
further information relating to the vaccination of children younger than 16 years of age, we will be in 
touch.  

Information on where to get a vaccine is here: Walk in and grab a jab  

In addition to the measures outlined above we would ask that all pupils continue to adhere to the 
national guidance by doing the following:  

• Limit the number of people you mix with who aren’t in your household. 

• Meet outdoors or in well ventilated spaces when you can.  

• Stay at home and get a PCR test if you have possible symptoms of COVID-19, especially cough, 
fever or loss of taste/smell. 

• Wash your hands with soap and water often – do this for at least 20 seconds.  

• Cover your mouth and nose with a tissue or your sleeve (not your hands) when you cough or 
sneeze. 
 

Further information  should you require it is available at https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-
covid-19/.  

Yours sincerely 

 

Mrs N Walker 

Principal  
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