
How to help your child 
succeed

Thursday 13th October 
2022

6-8pm 

A special evening for parents and pupils to receive 
information and support on working together at home to 
improve outcomes. Talks from Mr Gilder, and curriculum 
leaders of English, Maths and Science followed by a 
marketplace style event in the atrium from all the subjects



• The Journey!

• What we will do to help your child succeed

• What you can do to help your child succeed

Welcome



OFSTED – October 2021

• Leaders have high expectations of pupils at Horbury 
Academy.

• The curriculum is ambitious for all and builds pupils’ 
confidence. 

• There is a culture that every pupil will succeed. 

• Pupils feel well supported to achieve success.



Results 2022 – Some Headlines



Results 2022 – Some Headlines

• Average grade of pupils: 5.0 (up from 4.2 in 
2019) – Above national average (4.9)

• 58% of pupils achieve 5+ in English and 
Maths (up from 43% in 2019) – Above 
national average (51%)

• 74% of pupils achieve 4+ in English and 
Maths (up from 58% in 2019) – Above 
national average (71%)



Results 2022 – Some Headlines

• Average grade of pupils with attendance 
above 95%: 5.8 – above national average 5.1

• Average grade of pupils with attendance 
between 90-94.9%: 5.3 – above national 
average 4.9

• Average grade of pupils with attendance less 
than 90% - 2.8 



How will we help your child to succeed?

Everything a good school always does:

• Encourage good attendance

• Deliver high quality learning experiences both in 
lessons and remotely where required

• Relentless approach to standards and expectations

• Intervene swiftly and skilfully to enable learners to 
close gaps and improve areas of development

• Stretch and challenge your child to achieve their very 
best



Extra opportunities for English, Maths and Science

Form time – Period 1, all Year 11 have either a English, Maths or Science 
form. This means they get an extra 30 minutes a day in one of these 
areas. Small group withdrawal during this period with specialists.

1-2-1 Tutoring – Tutors working with students 1-2-1 or in small groups to 
have focussed intervention on gaps identified from assessments.

More curriculum time – Flexibility in the timetable and early entry 
strategies in some subjects. Therefore many pupils have extra English and 
Maths lessons built into their timetable.

How will we help your child to succeed?



How will we help your child to succeed?

Extra opportunities before and after school

Recovery curriculum – One of our most important 
interventions, students identified by subject leads and 
teachers are requested to stay after school for an extra hour in 
specific subjects on Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday. This 
timetable will change once per ½ term. Adds up to 100 extra 
hours of learning this year. 

Period 0 – Very small groups of selected students to be 
personally invited before school to receive extra support. 
Particular focus on exam skills. 



Extra opportunities to complete outstanding work

Drop down days – Once per ½ term students will have the 
chance to work with teachers for a full day in subjects 
which require extended pieces of work to be completed 
i.e. vocational subjects and option subjects. 

Online Support – Remote learning opportunities via 
Teams, as well as Website and Apps to support online 
learning 

How will we help your child to succeed?



How will we help your child to succeed?

PPEs and Mock Results Days

November and February PPE – Mock examinations using past 
papers and markschemes to accurately gauge the current level 
of attainment for your child. Used to help make predictions 
and also QLA to identify areas of strength and development to 
further improve intervention to focus on the key areas

Mock Results Days – After each PPE series, a results day 
celebration to simulate the feeling of the real thing. 



How will we help your child to succeed?

Events 

HTHYCS – Inform parents about the suite of 
qualifications their child is taking

Parents evenings, reporting and information sharing

Prepare to Succeed Evening – Around Easter time we 
will host another evening where we will help with 
revision strategies in the build up to the exams. 



How can you help your child to succeed?

• Use the booklet and the information from this evening to 
understand the relevant qualifications your child is taking

• Support us by encouraging your child to attend everyday, where 
possible, and grasp every opportunity.

• Help them to revise for their PPEs and real examinations

• Attend Parent’s evenings, with your child, to discuss the 
relevant stages that they are at and what they need to do to 
improve

• Use Teams and other online platforms together to encourage 
and guide your child to complete the learning activities

• If your child is absent from school encourage them to complete 
their school work – Keep-up, not catch-up

• Ensure they have a quiet place to study at home, without 
distractions

• Know when the exams are and which ones your child is taking

• Limit social interactions, particularly around PPE/exams time



Mr Kiernan – CTL  
(dkiernan@horbury.accordmat.org)

Mrs Barraclough-Dunn – Director of English 
(Accord Trust)

Mrs Myles – Deputy CTL 

Mr Walker – Deputy CTL

Welcome to English



Welcome to English

We have a staff team that we are incredibly 
proud of. The dedication and passion will shine 
throughout the year. 

 In addition to the Period 7, we will offer holiday 
intervention sessions and Saturday mornings in 
the build up to the exams. They have proved a 
great success.

We have achieved a turnaround of pupils 
averaging three quarters of a grade better than 
in 2019. Our percentages of pupils leaving with a 
grade 4+ is around 80% but we want this to 
keep rising and with a collective effort, it will. 





Macbeth

Students will have to show a 
thorough understanding of 
the characters, plot and 
themes across the text of 
Macbeth.

Students will be asked to write 
one essay question based on a 
key character or theme and 
are given one extract from the 
play as support.



A Christmas Carol

Students will have to show a 
thorough understanding of 
the characters, plot and 
themes across the text of A 
Christmas Carol .

Students will be asked to write 
one essay question based on a 
key character or theme and 
are given one extract from the 
play as support.



An Inspector Calls

Students will have to show a 
thorough understanding of the 
characters, plot and themes 
across the text of An Inspector 
Calls.

Students will be asked to write 
one essay question based on a 
key character or theme and are 
given a choice of two possible 
questions but no supporting 
extract.



Power and Conflict Poetry

Students will have to show a 
thorough understanding of the 
15 Power and Conflict poems 
within the anthology.

Students will be asked to write a 
comparison essay based on a 
given poem and one of their 
choice.

This is further supplemented by 
two unseen poetry questions.



We are proud of where we are heading...

Are you maximising the opportunities…



If there are any questions....



How To Help Your Child Succeed Evening

Mathematics 

• Contact:

• Miss Lynch – CTL

• alynch@horbury.accordmat.org



GCSE 9-1
OCR



What the GCSE Maths exams consists of:



Foundation Tier (Grades 5 – 1)



What the GCSE Maths exams consists of:



Higher Tier (Grades 9-4)



What we are doing for your child

• Recovery Curriculum each Wednesday

• Assessments each half term - analysed 

• Intervention – extra support

• Joint planned lessons

• Marking of books - engagement

• Homework tailored to exam support

• SUBSCRIPTION TO websites – Hegarty maths

• Tailored SOL  



What can your child do to help 
themselves?

• Apply themselves in all lessons

• Strive to succeed – in lessons and exams

• Seek support

• Embrace the support offered

• Be aware of areas of weakness and work on these

• Write legibly

• Practise maths

• Use revision materials – revision guides, revision lists

• Have the correct equipment



Key equipment 

• Calculator

• Geometry set

• - compass, protractor, ruler



HegartyMaths.com is an online learning 

platform we use to support students to 

become independent learners.

Every students has their own log on to utilise 

the website.

If your child asks you for help and you are not 

sure, why not use Hegarty Maths together? 

Watch the video take some notes and try the 

questions.

Each lesson students are 
provided the task numbers 

related to what they are learning 
that lesson.

If they type it in the search bar it 
will bring up a video and task 

related to that lesson. 



Revision materials 



What is a PPE? Why use a 

PPE?

•To give students the experience of 
sitting a full paper 

•Build confidence in exam technique

•Further testing materials (unseen to 
staff and students)

•To help diagnose areas for 
improvement

• A series of examination papers at 

foundation and higher tier (where 

relevant) replicating, in style, the 

actual exam board material.

• All PPEs come with worked solutions 

and mark scheme

• The start of the process of 

diagnosing and intervening to 

support student weaknesses





How To Help Your Child Succeed Evening

Science 

• Contact:

• Mrs Field – CTL

• kfield@horbury.accordmat.org



GCSE AQA Combined Science or 
Separate Sciences

Combined Science is the course the majority of students study.
Students study all three sciences and are awarded a combined 2 
GCSE grade.
Students can enter for either foundation or higher across the 
qualification

Separate Science is studying each of the sciences as distinct 
subjects.
Students can enter for foundation or higher for each 
qualification



GCSE 9-1 AQA Science

The PPEs help identify which 
students are ready to take the 
higher paper



All students study these 
units regardless of their 
course.

Separate Science students 
study some unit content 
to a greater depth and 
learn about Space.



Biology Chemistry Physics

Paper 1 – topics 1-4
Paper 2 – topics 5-7

Paper 1 – topics 8-12
Paper 2 – topics 13-17

Paper 1 – topics 18-21
Paper 2 – topics 22-24

How it is assessed;
• Written papers – 1hr 

15 mins each.
• Foundation and higher 

tiers.
• 70 marks per paper
• 16.5% of GCSE/paper

How it is assessed;
• Written papers – 1hr 

15 mins each.
• Foundation and higher 

tiers.
• 70 marks per paper
• 16.5% of GCSE/paper

How it is assessed;
• Written papers – 1hr 

15 mins each.
• Foundation and higher 

tiers.
• 70 marks per paper
• 16.5% of GCSE/paper

Questions;
MCQs, structured, closed 
short answer questions, 
and open response. 

Questions;
MCQs, structured, closed 
short answer questions, 
and open response. 

Questions;
MCQs, structured, closed 
short answer questions, 
and open response. 

Assessments – AQA Combined Science



Assessments – Separate Science Biology 



Changes for 2023 exams
(We think) students will be given a revised physics 
equation sheet

- Until this is released by the exam board we will continue 
to learn all of the equations



How can we help? At the Academy

Intervention – Period 7and Period 0

Open and targeted sessions 

focusing on key skills and content

Exam technique

BUG the question.

We breakdown the questions, 

highlighting command words and 

key information.

Literacy

Writing like a scientist is an important for 

gaining marks in an assessment.

We focus on literacy every lesson.

Numeracy

A minimum of 40% of Physics, 20% of 

Chemistry & 10% of Biology is Maths 

skills. This is a focus in most lessons  



How can we help? – Knowledge organisers



Physics equations – Set 1

Kinetic energy = 0.5 x mass x speed2

Gravitational potential energy = mass x gravitational field strength x height
Energy = power x time

Hint: when an equation has energy 
in it – multiply the other quantities

Task: Write down these equations down on 
the sheet in the back of your book
Homework task: Learn these equations; in 
your last science lesson this week you will have 
to apply them from memory

How can we help? – equation starters



Physics equations – Set 1 Application

Task: complete the questions in your book

1. Write down the equation that links: kinetic energy, mass 
and speed

2. A 2000kg car travels at 2.5m/s. How much kinetic energy 
does the car have?

3. Write down the equation that links: gravitational field 
strength, gravitational potential energy, height and mass

4. A diver has a mass of 72kg, they are stood wating to dive 
from a 5m board. What is the value of their gravitational 
potential energy store? (g=9.8N/kg)

5. Write down the equation that links: energy, power and time
6. A 1200W washing machine runs a cycle for 1 hour. How 

much energy was used in this time?

Foundation

Hint: Remember to use CUFIFA
• Convert units
• Formula
• Insert values
• Fine tune
• Answer 

How can we help? – equation starters



How can we help? – homework



Method writing checklist….

C – control variable

I – independent variable

D – dependent variable

E – equipment (not in a list)

R – repeat 3 times, remove anomalies, calculate a 
mean

S - safety

How can we help? – exam technique



Safety

Repeat…….

How can we help? – exam technique



BUG the question

Box – the command word
Underline – the key information
Glance back – and check you have 
understood the question properly.

C – control variable

I – independent variable

D – dependent variable

E – equipment (not in a list)

R – repeat 3 times, remove 
anomalies, calculate a mean

S - safety

How can we help? – exam technique



The potential difference across a motor is 8mV. The resistance of the motor is 2Ω. 

Calculate the current in the motor. (3 marks)

CU: 8mV = 0.008V

F: Potential difference = current x resistance

I: 0.008 = current x 2

F: Rearrange the equation: 

current = 0.008 = 0.004A

2 

A: 0.004A

Potential difference = 8mV
Resistance = 2Ω
Current = ?

• Box the command word
• Underline the key 

information
• Glance back – have you 

given the units? Check the 
significant figures, does the 
answer need to be in 
standard form?

How can we help? – exam technique



How can we help? – Class Teams posts

Class Teams posts 
are used to 

communicate 
information on 

lessons, resources 
and assessments



The resources tab 
in Class Teams 

has useful 
content to help 

prepare for 
exams

How can we help? – Class Teams resources



All students have a login for Educake.
They can access it via the website or the app

How can we help? – Educake



Tasks will be set as 
homework and to 
support revision

Smart assistant 
recommends 

tests best on your 
performance

How can we help? – Educake



How can we help? – Educake

When an Educake task is set by a teacher the students can 
send a message to check an answer.



How can we help? – Educake

Students can 
set themselves 
a test or view 

the study 
guides

The report 
shows 

strengths and 
areas to focus 

on



How can we help? – Other online resources

There are 
some 

excellent free 
apps and 

websites to 
support with 

revision



There are a wide 
range of revision 

guides and resources 
to purchase.

Teachers can advice 
on which might be 

most suitable.

How can we help? – Revision guides



The Science team are here to help.

It is important that students are confident that they 
understand the knowledge and skills required for each 

exam.

Any questions, please contact their Science teachers, The 
Head of Department Mrs Field or the Director of Science 

Mr Williams 

How can we help? Advice & support


