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At the end of our first half term, I am very 

pleased to share with you some amazing 

achievements and successes, both within the 

academy and beyond, with some fantastic 

individual pupil accomplishments. I am sure 

you will be as proud as we are of our young 

people. 

It has been wonderful to welcome so many 

current and prospective parents/carers into the 

academy, with over 900 families attending a 

variety of events, some of which are shared 

with you in this newsletter. I look forward to 

welcoming many more of you in the months 

ahead. 

I look forward to seeing all pupils on our return 

from half term where we will celebrate even 

more achievements with them. 

Inspiring Charity Work 

Isabelle has done some amazing 
work for charity, raising over 
£180 for Young Lives vs Cancer. 
Isabelle has created mini beanies 
which she has been selling for 
this very deserving cause. Well 
done Isabelle, what a wonderful 
job you have done, we are very 

proud of 
your efforts  

If you would like to donate to 
this cause you can do so via: 

Year 7 Supporting Success Evening 
We had over 130 parents and carers attend our Year 7 Supporting Success evening. The 
evening was an opportunity for parents and carers to take part in workshops to learn about the 
year 7 curriculum in English, maths and science and also how to support their child in their 
learning at Horbury Academy. Parents and carers joined their child in practical, ‘hands on’ 
sessions, showing great enthusiasm. Feedback from visitors was very positive, with one 
parent commenting  
 

 
Y11 How to Help Your Child Succeed Evening 
On Thursday 13

th
 October we held our annual How To Help Your Child Succeed (HTHYCS) evening. Year 11 pupils and 

parents attended a talk in the hall to discuss the year ahead and general support strategies and then went into the atrium 

for a marketplace style event with every subject represented alongside Post-16 providers. Pupils received a booklet on 

the night detailing how parents can support their child through this crucial year. Feedback from parents was wonderful 

including:  

 

Open Evening 

We had over 700 visitors attend the academy for our yearly Open Evening. Visitors had the chance to experience what 

life was like in the academy through activities in all curriculum areas, whilst also speaking to staff and pupils about 

Horbury Academy and hear some of our year 7 and 11 pupil leaders talk about transition as part of the Principal’s 

presentation. Year 10 and 11 pupil leaders were fabulous ambassadors for the academy, with many visitors commenting 

about how knowledgeable and passionate they were about their time at Horbury.  



            Feedback from events 

“I just wanted to drop you a note to say how good last night 

was, super organised, super informative and very 

enjoyable. Really well done to all, a great initiative and I got 

a lot from it (and really enjoyed it).” 

“Really useful guide for parents to refer to during this exam 

year. Loved it“ “Really informative, learned a lot, especially 

how Maths is assessed.“ “ 

Thank you for your support and very clear explanations and 

expectations”  

“Fantastic night, amazing school and teachers.”  

“We’re so happy with the information we got and new 

opportunities I wasn’t aware of.”  

“How pupils and staff spoke to each other with mutual 

respect.  It shone through!”  

“What a welcoming school! I would love for my child to 

attend here.”  

“Devoted and professional.  Staff engaged with every 

visitor (parents and kids) – full of knowledge, energy and 

enthusiasm.”  

“Very organised. Really impressed with confidence, attitude 

and manners of your students.” 

Individual Sporting Success 

Martial Arts in Abu Dhabi  

Joel, recently took part in an international competition 
in Abu Dhabi when he 
represented England in an Mixed 
Martial Arts tournament where he 
won his contest against an opponent 
from Mongolia and lost to a Tajikistan 
competitor. Joel trains in Ossett and 
he is grateful to his coaches for his 
rapid development to national and 
international level.  

Well done Joel, what an experience 

Fighting to First Place 

After competing in the WKKC 
Kickboxing Nationals, Grace 

went on to represent England at 
the World Kickboxing 
Championships in Killarney, 
Ireland where she won a gold 
and silver medal. What a 
massive achievement for World 
Champion Grace! 

 

Dancing to Success 

Brooke has danced her way to winning 
2nd place in her fast solo and 1st place 
in her slow solo at a recent dance 
competition, meaning Brooke has 
become Inspire dance promotions 
winner for her age group and dance 
section in slow. Brooke is improving 
every week due to her commitment and 
desire to be better. Well done Brooke, 
you should be very proud of yourself. 
 

Karting to Victory 

Well done to Lewis who became the Junior Karting 
Championships Mini Max Champion earlier this 
month. This is following many successes over the 
past 18 months including winning a National 

Championship in 2021. Lewis has also been asked to 
represent his karting team at the “Golden Trophy” 
event in Belgium in November...watch this space! 

 

 

 

 

 

West Yorkshire Netball 

A huge well done to Year 10, Phoebe and Year 8, 
Ruby who have been selected to play for West 
Yorkshire. What a massive achievement, well done! 

Sports Team Achievements 

Football 

The Year 10 boys football team go unbeaten this half term, 

winning 2 out of 2 matches.  

Defeating Kettlethorpe 2-1 and Castleford 1-0.  

Well done team! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The year 7 football team started their football season well 

winning 6-0 and 4-0 whilst observing a minutes silence for 

the Queen impeccably in the process. Well done 7’s!  
 

Well done to the Year 9 boys football team who put in an 

impressive performance beating Airedale away 1 - 6 

 

Netball 

Year 7,8 and 10 netball teams have all 

had great success this half term.  

With Y7 winning both their games, year 

8 beating Kettlethorpe’s year 9  team 

and year 10 also defeating 

Kettlethorpe. Well done to all! 

https://www.wakefieldexpress.co.uk/topic/england


 Upcoming Events 

Yr9 Parents Evening 

Monday 7 November 
 

 

Celebration Evening 

Wednesday 23 November 
 

 

INSET Day 

Friday 2 December 
 

 

Yr11 Parents Evening 

Monday 5 December 
 

 

School closes for Christmas break 

Friday 16 December, at the end of the school day. 

 

Enrichment Opportunities 

Y11 Sports Studies Climbing Trip  

As part of their OCR Sport Studies qualification within 
the OAA Unit of work, 51 Y11 pupils went to Sheffield 
to develop their knowledge and experience in Rock 
Climbing. All of the pupils that attended represented 
the Academy excellently and some were even asked 
to join external clubs due to their enthusiastic attitude 
and application of skills. Well done to all pupils who 
attended and represented Horbury Academy the way 
that they did.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On Friday 14 October, year 9 pupils took part in 
Restart a Heart Day where they all learned valuable 
CPR skills and were awarded a certificate. By the 

Yorkshire Ambulance Service 

 

 

 

 

 

 Year 9 University of Huddersfield Taster Day  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Year 9 pupils enjoyed a day visiting The University of 
Huddersfield where they experienced a tour of the 
campus and took part in a variety of activities. 

 
What did our pupils tell 
us? 
 

86% would like to go back to 
university to have a subject 
based taster session. 
 
12% more pupil are 
considering going to university 
since their taster day visit. 
 
 

 
Catering Update 
 
Pupils are really enjoying 
the new and improved 
catering service and 
updated menu, with 
feedback being very 
positive. 


