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Once again it gives me great pleasure to be sharing 

with you some of the highlights and achievements 

this half term, including our annual Celebration 

Evening. 

I am always proud to be able to celebrate young 

peoples success, whichever path they choose to 

take. Included here are achievements related to 

academic progression, sporting achievements, 

leadership opportunities and all important 

citizenship. 

Well done to one and all, I wish you a very Happy 

Christmas and I very much look forward to seeing 

pupils, parents and carers again in the New Year 

 

Remembrance Day 

It was fantastic to see 

pupils working with members of 
the armed forces in workshops 
around remembrance 
throughout the day. Pupils and 
staff observed the 2-minute 
silence impeccably. We 
would also like to 
thank Natasha and Eva for laying a wreath in 
respect. Lest we forget! 

Celebration Evening 

 
On the evening of Wednesday 23rd November Horbury Academy hosted its annual Celebration Evening. This 
was the first time since 2019 that we have been able to host an in-person event. It was fabulous to see over 
400 people in the hall to celebrate the achievements of our students last year. Over 150 individual honours 
were awarded on the evening, and it was especially pleasing to see so many of last years year 11 attending 
the evening. The pupils were rightly proud of themselves and their achievements.  Our Chair of Governors, 
Alan Green, presented the keynote speech and the prizes were handed out by Mr Green and Mrs Walker, the 
Principal. It was a wonderful evening. 



    Feedback from events 

It was wonderful to welcome parents and carers 
of years 9 and 11 back into the academy this half 
term for face-to-face parents’ evenings. Feedback 
from parents and carers was very positive about both 
evenings. We are looking forward to welcoming year 
10 parents and carers for our next parents’ evening 

on Monday 10th January. 

 
“All the teachers we saw provided positive feedback 

and encouragement”. 
“The pupil helpers provided an absolutely excellent 

service.” 
“It was good to visit the school for the first time and 

meet teachers face-to-face.” 

“All our daughter’s teachers were very positive, and it 
was clear to see they all wanted the best for her. It 

was very well organised and great to finally speak to 
teachers face to face.” 

“It was good speaking to teachers to help understand 
what needed more focus for their exams.” 

“Feedback from teachers was great, particularly in 
relation to PPEs and how to progress in the coming 

months ahead.” 

“Positive face to face conversations with the teacher.” 

Sporting Success 

Football Focus 

Year 9 pupil Lilly-May has 
been selected to play for the 
county and will join West 
Riding Girls Football Club in 
January 2023. With the first 
match taking her up against 
Australia! Well done Lilly-
May, what a fantastic 
achievement  

Congratulations to Year 7 pupil 
Brodie who has signed for the 
academy at Rotherham United 
Football Club 

 

Wakefield District Netball Team 

Congratulations to a 
number of our pupils 
who have all been 

selected to play 
for  Wakefield 
District Netball. 
Well done to Yr7 
Grace, Yr8 
Annie, Emma and Niamh and Yr10 
Aoife, Abbie and Olivia. We look 
forward to hearing of your many 
successes to come. 

Team Achievements  

Netball 

Congratulations to the Year7 netball team 

who played against Outwood Grange and won 

22-0. What an amazing performance! 

 

Football 

Well done to the Year 8 boys football team who 

took part in the Wakefield School’s 5 a side 

football tournament. The boys put in a great 

performance and finished the day as runners up. 

Great effort team! 

 

Congratulations to 

the Year 7 boys who 

were crowned 

champions in the 

Wakefield 5 a side 

tournament after 

some close, well 

fought matches. 

Congratulations to all 

of the team, they were excellent on the night and 

really deserved to win the tournament. 

Recognition Events 
 
The final week of term saw our 
second recognition week of the 

year. In October we 
gave out over 600 
ice creams to pupils 
who had 100% 
attendance for the 
first half term and to pupils who had gone 
above and beyond in displaying the 
character virtue of ‘Ambition’.  

 

For our second recognition week 100 pupils  from 
each year were invited to watch a Christmas movie in 
the hall during period 5 & 6 on either Wednesday, 
Thursday or Friday. Pupils also had the option of 
snacks and drinks if they wished to have one. The 
pupils nominated were the ones who had 100% 
attendance for the full term and pupils who had gone 
above and beyond in displaying the character virtue 
of ‘Duty’ this half term.  
 
Spot prizes were also given out on the last few days 
to pupils who had made big improvements in 
attendance this half term and also to pupils who had 
been nominated by class teachers as going above 
and beyond in their lessons.  
 
Look out for more recognition events in the new year!  

 

 

 



 Upcoming Events 

Yr10 Parents Evening 

Monday 9 January 
 

 

Yr9 Options and Pathways Evening 

Wednesday 18 January  
 

 

Parent Forum 

Wednesday 25 January 
 

 

Yr7 Parents Evening 

Monday 30 January 
 

 

INSET Day 

Friday 10 February 

 

Christmas Showcase 

Horbury Performing Arts 
Department have worked 
hard all term preparing for 
the return of our festive 
showcase, accurately titled this year “A Not So Silent 
Night”. The show was performed on Tuesday evening 
to friends and family of the pupils. There was a 
variety of outstanding talents from Acting and 
Dancing, Beatboxing and Singing and even some 
Magic Tricks! Not to forget our presenters for the 
evening, Morgan and Albi!  

The evening was a tremendous success and it was 
lovely to see so many smiling faces in the audience. 
The performance truly was a testament to the hard 
work, dedication and creativity from our wonderful 
pupils and we are looking forward to planning and 
preparing for our next showcase evening, which we 
hope to put on in Summer 2023!  

We’re so proud of everyone for their efforts and 
cannot wait to see what you all bring to our future 
shows!  

 

 

 

 

 

Wakefield Music Services Concert 

Yr7 pupils were 
treated to a music 
concert from 
Wakefield Music 
Services. All pupils 
thoroughly enjoyed it. 

 

Christmas Competition 

 
Congratulations to Yr8 pupil Anya, 
who is the winner of the LRC 
Christmas Competition. 
All pupils were invited to 
participate in the competition.  
The criteria was to write a poem, 
anecdote or fictional story using 
the title - 'That's What Christmas 
Means to Me'. 
 

Anya penned a wonderful poem, full of festive 
delights; setting the scene for a truly magical 
Christmas. 
 

Well done Anya. Enjoy your prize. 
 

Healthier Together Website 

A shout out to Year 8 pupil Spencer 
who has provided feedback to make 
the young people section of the 
Healthier Together website more user 
friendly for young people. Spencer has 
also appeared in the parents section of 
the website. 

 Local MP visit 

This term our local MP, Mr Simon Lightwood, visited 
the academy to meet some of our year 10 pupil 
leaders. They were amazing ambassadors for 
Horbury Academy and our local community. They 
raised some of the issues they were concerned with 
about in the community and the country as a whole 
and asked Mr Lightwood questions about his journey 
to becoming an MP and how he developed his 
leadership and speaking skills. They were a credit to 
the academy. 
 

 

 

 

 

Parents’ Forum 

A reminder that our next Parent’s Forum is on 
Wednesday 25th January. This is a chance for 
parents and carers to discuss key areas we are 
looking to develop within the academy and help 
shape our future direction. If you are interested in 
joining the Forum please email 
enquiries@horbury.accordmat.org  

 

 

Foodbank  

We would like to 
thank those 
pupils, parents 
and staff who 
have donated to the Horbury and Ossett Resource 
Centre Foodbank for their amazing generosity. The 
donations have now been collected and will be 
distributed to families in need across Horbury and 
Ossett. 

Thank you! 
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