
      
 
February 2023 
 
 
 
Dear Parent/Carer 
 
End of Half Term Letter  
 
As the end of our third half term draws to a close, I wanted to take the opportunity to write to parents/carers 
to share some great achievements from the year so far, in addition to providing some updates and information 
for our return after the half term break.  
 
Positive Recognition  
We are excited to be able to share with you the next edition of Horbury Academy’s End of Term Newsletter, 
which celebrates achievements and successes since our return to the academy after the Christmas break.   
 
Pupils have also been nominated this half term for demonstrating the accord virtue ‘Compassion’, those 

pupils nominated have this week enjoyed an afternoon of karaoke and brownies. Next half term pupils will 

be nominated for being Open Minded and those nominated can look forward to an exciting treat prior to the 

Easter break.   

 
It gives me immense pleasure to share with you the compassion shown by our pupils outside of the academy. 
I was sent a kind message this term from a family member of a resident at Inwood Nursing Home.  Where 
several of our pupils show regular compassion to one of the residents by simply sharing a smile or a wave 
and even their amazing cookery delights on their way home from school.  This truly spreads joy to the 
resident, and she looks forward to seeing the pupils each day.  Evidence that a little act of compassion really 
does mean such a lot. 
 
Pre-Public Exams 
This week has seen the start of the final round of PPEs for our year 11 pupils, ahead of their GCSE Exams 
in the summer term. Pupils have been working hard and I am proud of their efforts. PPEs continue after the 
half term break, where I am sure the excellent engagement will remain in preparation for their summer 
exams. 
 
Save the date – Pies, Peas and Preparation 
On Thursday 30 March 5:15pm- 7:00pm, we are running an event for year 11 pupils, parents and carers to 
include tips on revision strategies, stress busting, organisation, exam practice and much more. Please save 
the date for this important event, with more information to follow after half term.  
 
Yr8 Supporting Success  
We are looking forward to welcoming parents and carers of our year 8 pupils for the Year 8 Supporting 
Success evening on Thursday 9th March. 
The evening will run 5.30-7.00pm and be an opportunity for parents and carers to find out key information 
on literacy within the academy, home-learning and online safety. 
Further information will be communicated to parents and carers after half term via MCAS and social media 
 
Upcoming dates for your diary  
 

Monday 20 February – Academy reopens to all pupils 
Monday 6 March – Careers Week 
Thursday 9 March – Year 8 Supporting Success Evening 
Monday 13 March – Year 11 Parents Evening and mock results day 
Thursday 23 March – Year 6 Parent Information Evening 

https://horbury.accordmat.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/3/2023/02/Horbury-Academy-Newsletter-Spring-Term-1-2023.pdf


 

Thursday 30 March – Year 11 Prepare to Succeed Evening (Pie, Peas and Preparation)  
Friday 31 March – End of Term 
 
Parents Forum 
The Parent Forum is a group of parents who meet regularly with members of the leadership team. Within 
these meetings there are presentations by senior leaders of key developments within the academy (for 
example recent meetings have focused on the provision of remote learning, homework and communications 
to parents) and a chance for parents to discuss these and suggest ideas for further improvements. The 
next Parent Forum is scheduled for Wednesday 3 May at 5:45pm. If you are interested in joining this group 
please contact enquiries@horbury.accordmat.org  
 
Finally, I wish all pupils, parents and carers a very happy and enjoyable half term break.  I look forward to 
welcoming our pupils back to the academy on Monday 20 February. 
 
Best wishes 
 

 
Mrs N Walker 
Principal 
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Useful Numbers for Families over the Easter break 
  
Child line 
Support and advice for children online and over the phone. 0800 1111 www.childline.org.uk. 
  
Change, Grow, Live 
An under 18s substance and alcohol misuse service providing free and confidential service to young people, 
families, friends and significant others that are residents in the Wakefield District. 01924 438383. 
  
Citizen’s Advice 
An independent, local charity which offers free, confidential and impartial advice to the citizens of the 
Wakefield District for a wide range of issues e.g. housing, debt, family, employment... For telephone advice 
or for an appointment please call the advice line 0800 144 8848 – Monday to Friday 9.00am – 5.00pm. 
  
Kooth 
Free, safe and anonymous online mental health support for young people https://kooth.com/. 
  
Star Bereavement & Support Service 
Emotional and practical support to children and young people aged 4 – 18 who live in the Wakefield District 
and have suffered bereavement or significant loss. 01924 787384 or 07881750094 
claire@starwakefield.org.uk or via Facebook (Star Bereavement) 
  
The resource food bank (Christ Church Ossett) 
This operates on a referral basis from Job Centres, Social Services, Local Authority Crisis Units, Schools and 
Children’s Centres, Homeless Shelters and Benefit Centres, Refuges and Vulnerable adult organisations. 
For further information contact 01924 263311 or christchurchsouthossett@gmail.com. 
  
Worried About a Child? 
If you have concerns about a child’s safety or well-being you should contact Social Care Direct free on 
0345 8503 503 or email social_care_direct@wakefield.gov.uk. They will deal with your concerns and can 
offer advice and support on what to do. 
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