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INTRODUCTION TO 
HOME LEARNING

Parents will remember a time, fondly we hope, when your child first came home from Primary school 
with a book to read, it probably had very few words and lots of bright, happy pictures for you to look at 
together and start to form the words from the sounds which form the basis of our language. As they 
moved through primary school, this would have progressed to the reader that your child has become, 
and home learning would have been supplemented with other wider projects – perhaps arts and crafts, 
or a project from a history topic they had been studying.  

Home learning has always been a vital part of a child’s development, and this is no different at secondary 
school. In fact, a department of education study has shown that pupils who regularly complete their 
home learning tasks achieve over a grade higher than those who do not. This has a particularly high 
impact when home learning is something that is completed together with parental engagement.

BENEFITS OF HOME LEARNING
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Learn about time 
management 

Parents get to see 
the content being 
taught in school

Provides a 
measurement of 
pupils’ learning 
for teachers

Trains pupils to 
solve problems

Gives another 
opportunity to 
review class 
material

Learn to take 
responsibility for 
their part in the 

educational process

Deepens pupils’ 
understanding of 
a subject matter

Pupils learn to do 
things they may 

not do otherwise

Trains pupils 
to work 

independently

Learn to stay 
organised, act 

and plan
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WHAT SORT OF HOME LEARNING WILL 
MY CHILD BE EXPECTED TO DO? 

Home learning will never be set just to follow a rigid timetable, we believe that home learning should 
complement the work completed in school, extend the learning within the subject of recap and revise 
past learning. As a guide, core subjects may set homework once or twice a fortnight and subjects with 
less timetable time perhaps once or twice a half-term.  

It is important that home learning is varied, yet consistent so that pupils and parents know what to 
expect and how to complete, so we have a number of strands explained below:

Home Learning - Strand 1:   
Developing Skills for Knowing More and Remembering More

Strand one of the home learning policy aims to consolidate pupil skills and knowledge. These tasks 
ensure that gaps in learning and knowledge can be identified and addressed.  

Examples:   

Strategy Why How Impact

Learning Knowledge 
organisers   

Provide basic key 
knowledge for pupils to 
learn

e.g. pupils learn parts of 
knowledge organiser at 
home then are tested on 
learned knowledge in 
lesson

Knowledge/skills 
increase   

Identify gaps in 
knowledge quickly and 
address in lesson   

Revision cards/   
Thinking maps 

Pupils apply knowledge 
learned in lesson. To 
create revision flash cards 
at key points in the term, 
building up banks of cards 
for each subject 
throughout the year    

Teacher models what high 
quality revision cards look 
like   

Teacher uses revision cards 
in lesson to model revision 
technique   

Pupils have a bank of 
high-quality revision 
flash cards Improved 
knowledge    

Improved revision 
technique   

Improved pupil 
confidence   

Multiple choice questions  Pupils test each other on 
prior learning 

Teacher models high quality 
MCQ     

Pupil produces MCQ to 
use with peers in lesson   

Increased knowledge    

Identify gaps in pupil 
knowledge
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Home learning - Strand 2:   
Application of knowledge and skills - 
“Knowing more, remembering more, applying more” 

Strand two builds further on practice and consolidation from strand one activities. This application of 
knowledge ensures that pupils can add their personalised view and opinions into key work and aims to 
increase confidence in their own knowledge and learning.  

Examples:  

Strategy Why How Impact

Practice key skills - past 
papers, essay questions 
problem solving, 
compositions

Pupils become a 
specialist in subjects

Pupils need to be taught 
the successful methods in 
lesson then can check 
what they have learned

Repetition of key skills/ 
knowledge increase pupil 
confidence in their 
learning

Further develop an idea or 
concept within a topic of 
work recently covered  

Identifies the level of 
detail required and 
promotes pupils to reflect 
on work they have already 
completed 

Could be through purple 
pen tasks or responding to 
feedback  

Could be through purple 
pen tasks or responding to 
feedback  

Creates depth in 
knowledge and 
understanding and 
identifies key gaps in 
learning

Creative learning 
Opportunities  

Provides opportunities 
for pupils to apply 
knowledge

Pupils take their learning 
and apply it in a unique way

Pupils given chances 
to show flair/links/
real life application of 
their skill

Home learning – Strand 3:   
Flipped learning activities 

Providing opportunities for active and deep learning to take place in lesson. Flipped learning aims to 
promote independence in learning and requires pupils to ascertain information prior to learning. The 
heightened expectation for pupils to know a base level of knowledge allows for further progression 
within lessons where new topics are being delivered. Promotes a thirst for knowledge.  

Examples of flipped learning activities:   

Strategy Why How Impact

Pupils are assigned the 
home learning activity of 
watching video links/
reading material in 
advance of the next lesson

Introduce surface level 
content before lesson will 
mean classroom time can 
be used for deeper learning 
and application time

During lesson time. 
Pupils practice what 
they have learned 
through challenge 
activities

Teacher able to be freed up 
for additional support or 
targeted 1-2-1 teaching

Teacher sets home learning 
videos of demonstrations 

Teacher uses screen 
recording software e.g. 
Loom to demonstrate an 
activity  

Allows pupils to follow 
along at their own pace  

Allows pupils more time 
to develop questions they 
may wish to ask during 
lesson time

Flipped content should 
include some form of 
interaction e.g. Taking 
notes while watching the 
video, completing a short 
quiz to ensure engagement 
with the activity

Teacher support where 
required in lesson

Increased engagement in 
lesson learning
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HOW CAN I SUPPORT MY CHILD WITH 
THEIR HOME LEARNING?

Different subjects will approach home learning in different ways and parents can support their child by 
understanding what the home learning entails and where help can be found. For further information 
about individual subjects please see their curriculum area found on our academy website:

You will also find videos in our dedicated home learning section of the website on how to access our 
numerous home learning support packages such as Sparx, Educake and GCSEpod. These packages play a 
crucial role in supporting learning and parents would benefit from familiarising themselves with their 
functionality:

horburycurriculum.org

www.sparxmaths.uk

members.gcsepod.com

my.educake.co.uk

languagenut.com

literacyplanet.com

internetgeography.net

Our most used tools can be found below:

horbury.accordmat.org

https://www.horburycurriculum.org/
https://www.sparxmaths.uk/student
https://my.educake.co.uk/student-login
https://members.gcsepod.com/login/
https://www.internetgeography.net/
https://www.languagenut.com/resources/en-gb/index.html#/LoginScreen?packages=8,34,43,54,33,66&product=languagenut&conditions=1
https://app.literacyplanet.com/login
https://horbury.accordmat.org/home-learning/
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For all learning outside of the academy we make use of Microsoft Teams and its 
functionality, parents and pupils are familiar with this format and for each lesson 
that they have there will be a class page within Teams for communication 
between home and the academy.  

Teams is used for much more than just home learning and full guidance on how 
we use Teams can be found here:

The easiest way to access this is through the academy website, select pupil links and then SharePoint. 
From here you can see all the classes your child has, their OneDrive for storing files and a link to go 
onto Teams.  

 Within Teams your child will be set home learning as an assignment. This assignment will have details of 
the tasks, date it was set and date it is due in. Pupils and parents can also communicate with their class 
teacher via Teams and access help and support within the home learning task.  

Assignments can also be found together in the ‘My Assignments’ part of Teams or on a link from the 
pupil SharePoint page. Please see menu box on image below:  

Some home learning tasks will be completed fully online and will be recorded as completed as they do it, 
e.g. a quiz completed on the computer or a form to complete. Other tasks may require a paper
submission, but details of this will be provided within the assignment.

HOW WILL MY CHILD BE SET HOME 
LEARNING AND HOW CAN I SEE WHAT 
TASKS THEY HAVE? 

horbury.accordmat.org/remotelearning/ 

https://horbury.accordmat.org/remotelearning/
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We do not have a computer at home, how can my child do their home learning? 

Most modern mobile phones are completely compatible with all the formats we use for home learning, 
although the screen size isn’t always ideal for bigger tasks. Tablet devices can also be used and not all 
home learning is IT based. That said, many are and we are keen to support families where needed to 
ensure that pupils have access at home to be able to independently study. Please contact the academy if 
you require any support in this area. We have laptops that we can loan out to pupils and their families.  

Alternatively, we run a home learning club in the academy every night until 4pm in the LRC. Here they can 
have access to all the technology they need, and staff are on hand to support them with their tasks. 

HOW WILL I KNOW IF MY CHILD HAS 
BEEN SET HOME LEARNING AND HAS 
COMPLETED IT? 

In addition to setting the tasks via Teams, you will also receive communication via your MCAS. Please see 
flowchart below for details of how home learning tasks will be communicated, these will come as a series 
of messages within MCAS.   

AMBER (SUBJECT) - Today 
your child has been set a 
home learning task in 
(SUBJECT) due in on xxx

GREEN (SUBJECT) - Your child has 
completed their home learning task for 
(SUBJECT) and handles it on time - well 
done

Your child will receive a +1 behaviour event 
for this

AMBER (SUBJECT) - Your child has not 
completed their home learning task for 
(SUBJECT) which due in today, please can 
you ensure this is completed

Your child will be given an extension at the 
discretion of the teacher

AMBER (SUBJECT) - 
Your child has now 
completed their missing 
home learning task

RED (SUBJECT) - 
Your child has not 
completed their home 
learning task and will 
now be issued with a 
C4 sanction
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